


liimirfi, fttr tlixaytnn, NkTj*:* of 
cf^fcrfr CimrRc and Gefimde 

Riir* were found at fheif Itorne m 
T(jo«ifi|l. trtj(i4ft>n, Tw 4» irtumii» twrufudr 
their g»% cut iiff 4^ they had faded 
top4> a fuU of XHf>. 

fUch wifittrr hnim?i a new mp ni 
deatlo* fomi tif'pntfirmiia where maa]i^ 
fhoBMnd% of peopfe dk" necdle^fy. 
SbrncTimirt there deaths are i^qMjncd^ 
hut mi>re ohrfi pemufftcri die in a 
fone/y flat twaddled in blan^ett m front 
rd an cJrcrric fire which fatfed to keep 
fhent aih r. Their soliurr death ia noted 
hy few, and may not be direovertd hir 
weeIrA after it ooeiirrei.f. 

No tine hmuAi - and few‘ m govrmmcni: 

^are - how- tnany people are nredJewly 
killed ^ch wmtef. In fu« the third week 
of Decemher fast ycar^ an esrirrujited 
2,500 died becau-re of the cedd: 


North East - I4& 

Norm Wesi - 320 

mntsnffe and HumtKttside • 252 

East Midlands - m 

We5t Midlands - 272 

East-26$ 

London - 302 
Soum East - 410 
South Wtet- 245 
Wates - 14a 

Profesanr Stan Griffiths. President af 
the Pacuft)' of Puhlic Health, said as 
many as 50*000 people could die 
“unnecessarily'' in the UK this winten 


Thrt i% nor fpnJy a disgrace, hut abrtj 
highhghn the mudiiett of captrahsm. li 
Is bheaper to let tliere thtiusand*^ die rftii 
to pri»vide them with ihc rw«s»ine» 0 / 
life. Fhe skewed priwitki olour wmeiy 
see this a\ an lurccptable level of death, 
thrtpire an annulif oiiicr)* against these 
avoidahlc deailu* nothing la door and 
all the only government It a mouthing 
n| piau» platitude* about the regrettable 
nature of the tnorraltty rate. 

The nnmbere dying each year varv 
vMtly. Winter 2£HmfOJ mw ‘an cstv^’ 
411,440 deaths; the folltiwiiig winter 
saw 17,210 die needfesaly; and Insr 
ivmtw an esfimated 24,000 died 
avuidaldy. Any rea^mnahJy otiganired 
society’ ivould tackle this di'igeace as a 
matter of urgencyf Countries where 
wiofert are munnely colder than those 
in the UK *- ciich as hiuland and Rusifia 
- liiiye teu^f loidi iln,ifh# each rear. Vet 
frr Ttwty Hlaie^ hntve irtr*w woH !4 w* *mir 
there vast body counts, year in* yrar 
out., without this scandal being ended. 

CapiiaJiim providev no volution to 
this annual catastrophe. A system which 
sees profit as more importani than 
human life i^nf rcjnedy this appalling 
sirijjjtion. Although other countries may 
I tee lower mortalny rates than the British 
each year doesn’t mean thcy*’ve any less 
of a prohletn: one pensioner dying from 
cold is one TOO many. .A partial solution 
would be increiising the pensttm. A better 
society, though, would put its mtm 
vulnerable ftm, and see that those who 
have spent all rheir lives working can 


speiid their twilight years without fear 
of freezing to death. 

In today’s atoimscdj anomie-filled 
society, the safety’ net of community' ha 
all hui disappeared in British urban 
society. Few today have more than a 
nt^dding acquaintance with their neigh¬ 
bours. The absence of any meaningful 
eojnmoniiy spirit in many pam of the 


country is shown in its most disp'essing 
form at this time of yeac Pranarure death 
in any form if intensely sad. Premature 
death which is easily avoidable if more 
than sad. It if a crime. 

The danger of death elderly people 
face each winter is purely a danger to 
poor and w'ofking class people. There 
are suffidcnt resources to prevent every 


smgje one of these tragedies- The 
mad ness inherent in capita lisfflt though. 
If that these resources are not available 
to those who need them withour 
payment. When the roofi vulnerable m 
society are allowed to dk for want of a 
few pounds one may truly say that that 
society is insane. 

iStatbties and quotes tnmi SBC teports) 


NEW YEAR HEATS UP 


T he growing ride of industrial 

milirann’ shows no sign of abating 
as wc eiiicf the New Year. As 2(K)3 
v^as drawing to a close, it wai annotmeed 
that more than 100,000 civil servojTts 
had voied to take strike action in 
prutcti *igains( a l>elow’ inflatmn pay 
offer. Tfiis will be the biggest dispute in 
the civil service /or over a decade. Five 
govemment departments ate afflicted. 
Members of the Ptublkr and Commeroal 
Scn'lcei Union (PCSf will strike for two 
days at the end oi January. Action will 
o/feci immigration offices, iob centre*, 
county COufix and the Royal Court of 
Junitice. fhe official ballot fcilhiws a 
renev of wildcat sirikeit that hit brnefit 
oQicev at the end of Novcmlscj'. 

Ihc civil smice fwlku result folltiwed 
a dcdsipii last month by the Jectufer 1 
umcm the AUT to also ballot their 
otembers m univonaries in another 
ditpuie over pay. The bailor follows the 
iiollapre id diuiiutorii 10 tntroduce a 
pay fystem 10 IlfUain’v higber 
education (HKj rector. The wmm 14 I 
ri) perlormance pay and fears 
dui academic related itaff Ukv librarians 


will lose out. The AUT which repfesents 
43,000 staff estimate that some members 
could be £ 17,000 w'orse nff under the 
deal. Unions in HE though are not united. 
While the AUT have walked from the 
pay deal, five other unions including 
Unison and the GMB support it. The 
result of the AUT ballot is scheduled to 
be .innounced at the start of February. 

Rank and file members in both unions 
though arc fearful that union leaders 
will throw away the oppi>rtuiiiry to 
make real gains, The PCS and AUT are 
hoping that the ballots wjlJ force employ¬ 
ers to yield conecuions. PCS general 
secretary and so-called ’awkward squad' 
member Mark Scrwoika said “we still 
hope there is an opporrunliy to stiff out 
the deepening pay crisis’*. The PCS U 
calling lor lust two days of action, 
rather than an all-out dispute. Tlie AUT 
IS not even (bring that far calling mstead 
for action, such at refuiing to cover for 
absent colleagues, shim of strike. 

Thta ii a misfiiike. The fctate employs 
ne.'ifly a quarter of Rriiain's w'orkforcc. 
chancellor ( rordon Brown told them in 
November that pay rirev should be ju«t 


two per oint this year so taxes do not 
need to rise. While piiblu: rector workers 
hiivc been told to tighten their belts ro 
help Gordon and New' Labour win the 
next electron, City workers have been 
enioymg a pay bonanza. As civil servants 
and umveniity stuff face below inflaEiciu 
pay rkes, it was tevealcd that fhousandji 
of City workers received Chnsitnas 
bonuses 20% higirer than last year, some 
worth as much as £300,tKK)l As eter it u 
cine rule fur them and another one lor us. 

Industrial mihtanc)' ts on the rise* 

Last year saw four significant wiidcar 
*terions: at Heathrow, in the Post 
O fftce, fire fighters and dvil servants. 
Although ms olficial figures ate yet 
avaiJahk it is clear that a growing 
rHimber ol workplaces have been hit by 
industnul acrian. *rhri nosurpri^. 
Workers arc fed up w’lih crop pay; the 
threat of fob luises, the closing of their 
pension schemes and pressure to work 


INSIDE H 


harder and harder. Union leaders only 
w'ani militancy to go so far though. 
They are not really interesfed in rocking 
the boat- Hence the talk of compromise 
and deals. This was clearly seen in the 
feaciion of the FBU's tcadeisbip to the 
fire services refusal to imptemcm fully 
the second pay element of the deal 
agreed after the FBLl dispute. While 
militants walked out the leadership 
called for restraint. 

Things ore hotting up on the industtuil 
front, but wt need ti> make sure we are 
noi sold out, 

• The Anarchist Workers Network (AWNl 
is calling for an anardiuit blix m this 
year's trade union May Day march in 
London. A member said *‘May Day in 
workm’ d.ay. While there is likely to be 
a lot gciitigon think it important 

fhat there is an anarchist presence on 
the trade uniem march. Tlic inuderti 

The IMf and BfWiI, [matif 4 
Syniilcdllsni fy 


origins of May Day arc after all the 
exteutiojj of atutrchiittjv in Chicago. We 
need to get our inessage over tO' trade 
muomsts,"* AWN will be producinR a 
May Day Bulletin for the day. Further 
details will be available in FreedcHtu 

* AWN is also planning a presence at 
the Convcntiwi i>f the Trade Union Left 
being held m Lontlon on 7th Fehruarv, 
being held at Fnrnds Meeting Flouse. A 
stall and paper sale is being orgonifed, 
as well os atiendance at the mcetTnit 
Itself, li looks like the Convention is 
an attempt to swing union money 
behind Galloway's and the SWT's 
Respea Coalition, It is vital that 
Atiarchists argue against this and call 
mscead for muon mrmbcrVsuhii to be 
ured to support the rank and Ule and 
nut the careen of people like 
Calloway" AW'N sjud. 

Anaichhit Wotkcfs Netivotk 

TiwQwtiKijipa 
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Fr««4om \oi 


Home and away 


FREEDOM News froiii insidfi 

ML»nb#r 01 . Siyr%»uc* tn 


VijlimM 0S Nuinlwr 01 

Anarchism 


mtiTHtAl uml rulMnr.»fi ^t>-<ip<rinvn. 

Wx ftTRwt Jtr 

nrpfrtwiam 

1 rn-iJirm I’rr'i -An ifHk|senJrtir 
juidEft hwf fHiNa'ihrt' tU'W'ilr* iHw 

trrcll^ ww iMiNliMrV 4l<M wll 

111 jiMrcfiMir iNrf^ri^ *rta pr>*.tt».r 
fn *Mjr hlltid'iifH HI Whirrtltdifsrl wr 
run hHOtext ^fwrvh*^ 

tiiwi»4«h4>|« wmi hi*'i M *Tnnr ofui 

ou.'rfinN; ipMifc*. ftW'' Aufwiorm lltih. 

VCV'ff twRwifh 4lfn-rli»|»inji 

n tv» tur* 

I Hit Attif uf fu e3i|tfiiiit ftiurvhiiin itiiti'r | 
vi,ydt4f 4;nJ t\* thuw th.ji lum^oja frrTniiJicfi 
nin nnJt rhfiti^ whtn *lir in«nti}tfiFn« tti j 
ffiitp 4nil IK<i%t j 

frrrcfdHTi'M ciimM’* «’w^ to pfrw-n; 4 | 

l%r<Lt4il rnnjer of ihiTUKht^ atnd 1 

s% »imJi ilhic »irM-s i^Kprc^MTiJ in thr 
pjpiff 4fe lho«»c of tl« *«»l*%'jJii4l 
coMifibiifttf* rfiW ntit rwQTMdirfir fh< 
lit fhr cdffmrtJit <wJlrt.tJTr. 


Obituary 

Mm Qiitnfjna. wnwf. who hai Jicd at 
the of SM. viai, thr iliu|;|uef of a 
SanKumbcttand She came 

tn I oiukifi jtiiJ **:<|Uired h« rtrort 
|CAIYLUI|| I'd 4lU|^^t44A ^ 

< <Mwr and * dnfft* v» 

AfrfiiHiuh wa* an 'indlii^Juafftt' 
jiMrvJiir%r, *hr Mtoteitmc* ttmtk fuit m 
lamdiw AruanrltfH ftviim 
ii twrr htr vtcvr% were expretted Iff an 
atturti.f, iarf trLmncr She itiitKi-JIcil her 
$ifh«cnpmin nt h'ttttkfm to 2001 when 
the paper pniircd what «he crrtiwidrfed 
rk» be d ‘pf& j|x»ffH.T»i’ jLttihiiJr- 

She wok part ttr tttiinv <lcrmwi*4rarmn^ 
rwt when, m went waJkjri|! 

bevamr iliffknilr ibr Iter. If wd% a iftfludit 
10 hear her tn?ufn:iiig all opprwcfits af 
an tipcfi air ineettng in H>'de Park fmtng 
4 iHirniwed bJifcr^ loWow'ing the 
Parliament Square demt> la»» I•ehmaf7, 

She i;jrt‘d deeplv' abitur the present tiatc 
of and! fumrr pnnpeet> for the pUitei 
\i.ifV hved and died alone in her 
(impel Oil couned fl.it. Sitnic of 11 % are 
iTLiktng J hn'mze container fni her 
,tfhe* in the wotltshop netfi tn freedom. 
Anyone who would Itke to help ttui 
pleow call 020 ^24^ 201^ or 010 
S8^l far moic wOormaitoit. 

follR Betif 


prison visitors 

'Vl%Ui«r* air MmHrd *» hr diHt^ nf 

mirliw* J'ld tr«*r lf|0ccd 

,iwi 4*v mmtaiidy l^rlird at hy ihr 
hwwhtr tf o*‘» iafirf,* 

\ h<ift *** ^ 0«a^« 

l.«l|| "•? 

J wliiaipn* ih.t th«« li«> •>«" 

I m (•»'•*" •“'* 

I hvx ¥€M% Tht* dwwjld vOittr a* fio 
fcuyfptiMT to anvHor 

Vmunt dai• arc iiwT*a*tn«lr i^ivtrd 
j tt* *WL« rttfce per week, 
hr huiinJ hrt fK» iiond pJ«^*h* 

f aiT tisn^wd, md ptwH. ttaH ate 
fhr ,il maniMwd <h<> 

riiwaM heett. . L 

Vuftiuft arc •nitkd at hv disit< « ’ 

I Twu.lr|Qeed a«d tnur h^icd laneric*, an 
j 4 ,r .ijmtaoth harked ar hv fhr fomtrr 
j d mM thr loner- 

rhcT fa^r mtdciui.nn ar th.’ hands ui 

I .l<«iit ^iih ilmt I**'** 

I to the Mj.Mlrakr Fwial 
I datahascl. . 

I Tlrr wh4ik unpl^^ru pr«c^ Mkn 

hours Ihm when they get mfo 
emtuur rtH,m they |trrtcrall> face a hard 
«raf amJ a itrim arfmwphcrc, ctuirtanfiy 
m ht CCiy and *^lu^^aml icnfWK 
under ihV rhrrsu nf vitiJeniyf the whole 
Omc, It 1' hafdtv ^urpneme that many 

« peopic ton*! face iHu of deal. 

1 In. dw ««ht >«ar» J war wuOtU a* a 

- hii%faifr 1 w ** itmwl U urMe*v afcnitid 

' fl^cwumrc. in ItHHi alone I wa* mored 
1 fin’ini Yofk dure fit WVjficrsfershjTeT to 
* Waive, m .Mthofi Heyrm, to the hie of 
1 Wighr, haci to Mdftin Keynes, then 
1 Vorkchire again, and then D«rh,im- 
^ 1 epent around rwo yearf in Military, 

j vrtth my vijftB JeJibetatdv ohsrructeii, 

1 and nfren taking place hchind glaw- 
I Thii did nor lupiwn beeauiir 1 was a 
I dnjg^caier or because I wa% violenr, 
hut kvause I wa^ protesfrng niy wTiwighjI 
conviction and bccaiiK I had gjvrn 
er-ulciKe for the Delencc un the Full 
SuiTcrn riot rnai 

It WAi dune ssuh the lull oimpiitTry of 


ih, hi,Fw« twk. »( It" 
j„d .h« ..I « 

«« «w - .,«nn,t'. con.iJrrJ'H"' 
hy ih«t .iwr.l dn«rM»«'"- 

^ ..Ml, „cr,.hry 


f Hoof lopptoresi at youlti prison 
* oHinuktn hi^unmon tVOTl m 

I VPrxt UmiUm, nirte iniT.afr)i gm futo 
ihe and ea.hc. ^ithrt un^ 
oaftnl lircf m theU which had tt 
hr put out by 

r eltham had tveii dewnhed as hem^ 

-rmrm m thr.«nf- h> a trirmcr chicl 

priMUiv „i.roffH-, alfhough reermiv it 
ha. .ipfMienih .mproced from the da>^ 
w hen Allan teenager Zahid Muharck 
,4 4 . niufdefeil In hi* nieiit cellmafr 
Frithani can hold ^22 pfiiorurv and 
„ >plii into w» .ecthim, one for 
iyvejulei ikid.ijnder l^K and one for 
priwMteei aged 18*21 


Mystery of the Missing VisilOf S 
The BBC had a ra.'tni report about the 
puzxling mfv\tty of the miewng priiun 
i , i(Uirirc. More people thmi cvei before 
I arc in ptiwm in the UK- Yei the tiurnber 

j 4iJ tajnily jtMMuiber» «nd tr^crui* vt^umit 
I pTDiNfirMrr. ha« drttpprd b> a rlurd hi five 
f yearv. I’he t tiflee 1 ^ wwrried, hut 

I' rto-one quite "ure why it ha^ 

happened I towever ir> thetse used 
to dealing wirb an inhumane and 
kabakeiiHqiue nystcin rhe miising visitors 
are no mysfery, as fhc Miscarriafiy^ of 
Justice UK campaign points out tu ihc 
hapless hacks: ‘'The Home Office fs 
concerricd alioot the falling nuniber of 
prisan vtsiiors and claim they don't 
know why. Well they are either bloody 
fociK or lying in their teeth. MOJUK 
has been visuing and arrangiing visits to 
prisons for a long number of years. Over 
ihe Lit five years ihc luimbcr of visits 


uKrfrucovrnrta h> the Uritr 

T both td ihem 

Ihrre«."'tf • ^ 

uird lu by )»m p«ko)!««'«"■ 

,Hy „«.nu«w - )•«««';'* 

Krtrt wbm .brr nylu^J « '>■ "« 
L:™H..,nc-.NcVcd. 

the room to where capacity ^ ^ 
educed bv wtHild dunk 

du* loom womIiI be p,u;ki?d (or e^enr 
vitnmg huf not w, beeauMf 

rtimmg rhr.Hi*di fo rhe pri«in visit* biw 
i« almiio impmMhle. t»nlv the miw 

pemtietir viotor* who keep *0’»n8 ^ 
thfoiigh. A of vi*uofs to 1 IMl 

girmiiigb^im by MOJUK at the «art of 
ihi* year, found th.d on average it 
three day* to btwik a vi*u. 

The alwive could he applied 10 any 
pri*ori in the Und. MOJUK have 
received countless number* of emails 
com pi,im mg about access to prisons 


were of obsiruettons by the prisons 

Themselves.'' 


InjdSlice Film Wins Award 
The feature length documentary about 
struggles for (ustice by the families of 
people who have died in police custody, 

hA* 'Wfi»o J NarwnjJ Shwc**! ,hi»«« Award* 
The award had hrcti given foj lead inn 
the way m implcftienting change through 
Ihe media. The aw'ard w-a* presented by 
the independent Citizen Orgflnmog 
Pouftdattori. The Iniustice film was 
suh|ccr to an attempted campaign of 
censorship by the Police Federinon. 
However a shnwing in Bristol, at Easton 
Community Centre organiscd with the 
Kebcic Colleciive in September lOUl, 
was erne of those defiant screenings that 
helped to foot denvm the police intimida- 
pon dealing it to be shown in other 
venues nationally and locally. 

For motB info see 

tiTlp' y/rww.lRjushCehlm .CO, uk 


LISTINGS 


Circulation 


V(V would tike to incTtase the readendnp 
of Freedom, and an imporrarir pan *il 
this IS getting bencr citvubnnn. If you 
would like to help hi selling Frccdtim 
or asking bookshops, lihranes or 
newsapmts to Itock it please w rite to 
u* or etna (I cirvt?'frctdompfess.arg.uk 


Glasgow 

to 1 lih Jonoan hrrccf medic 
training, Icim to provide essential first 
aid at ma«* ikmoniitratiGns and direvT 
jctiotts. Sec hrtp;/Aramping.i)rg.yk/ 
slrcctmedicti'ainmg or ctiniact 
fleahiteifmeup.net 


Next issue 

Contnbuiirui* are wanted (or future 
Freedoms, The neat issue will he dated 
lOth laiiuan 20fH and the last day for 
gening copy to ui will l>r Thursday lit 
jaiijULiry VtiU can send arTtcles/trtfcrs to 
tti at FrcedtimCopyf^apl^cfim or by 
mad mail lo K4b WhitechapeJ Ffigh 
Street, LondcMi 1:1 7QX. 

If yiHi art intrrevfcd in writing 
rcguUftjr hif Fieedum we want ro hear 
from youf 


Loodon 

li^ih jjiitiary L^onJiin Anarchist Forum 
"Pagan .Miarchi 2' talk and dcivite. 
Conwav Hail, Red bon Square, 
Holbom, from Spm onward* 

17th January Class War Vnitb East 
Crinferunce:, email cbwwamkf&hotmad, 
cum (or dciJtls 

IHth January Mayday 20lM planning 
meeting ( torn 2 pm to 5 pm al Londun 
AcfiyiiC Resource Centre (LARC), 62 
Ficldgate Street* FI. 

I Kih January’ Disarm DSEi 2U05 Open 
Meeting, m target Spearhead ' the 
company who organise! Europe's biggest 
arms fair. From 2pm .it London Action 
Resource Outre, Rddgiiic Street, 
London, www.dfei.org 
22nd Januan' Di.^iisston meeting on 
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Tennessee Bli^s 

Tlic Tennewe Depi'™"''“* 

CorrecTioni has removed rj’pe^fc*'* 
and word processors from the 

4uLb4>r^M^d pr4*«»Mfv» l**i* 

which means tliUT they will not he able 
to have them repaired or substituted if 
they break down. This has itepped 
inmates from conducting legal work 
51 nee no court in the US accepti 
handwnnen documenTs. It U obvious 
that this measure was invented to 
prevent inmates from cnjoying the 
.lumnDtriy they used to have to manage 
their trials, m other words, 10 make the 
prisoners still more impnsonecL 
You can help by signing the petmon at 
ivww.PebtionOnrme.ccm/rest^ Of semi a 
iettet to complain {sample letter ai 
www.anafCtTistps.otg/ pa/ hamid/lettef. himl 
Oubhn & Hull, Afierchisl Phsnaer Suppon 
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workplace »trugg]rf, oigoniscd by 

Groups 1 

London A I- and other anarchiMt*, From 

Anarchist Federation 

"^pm at the Autonomv Club, 84b 

c/ci 84h Whitechapel High Street, 1 

WhiTccbapcl High Sueei, Lemdoo, El 

London El 7QX ' 

7QX 

infotffaJed.org.uk 1 

27ih January Indte Spin pirscnt The 

WWW, a fed .cnrg.uk 

High Fnesit of Hell plus guesn at The 

ftidustrial Workers of the World 

Rlmhm Fjcturv. 16*18 Whitechapel 

lh> Bo\ 74 * Brighton, BHl 4ZQ 

Road. E1 1 Irom 8pm til bte 

iiifo@iww.OTg.tik 

Every Wednesday the LARC Lihrarv 

www. 1 ww. 0 rg. lik 

from Ipm at 62 Fieldg.tte Street, FI. 

Solidariiy F'cdcraiion 

PO Box 46^, Preinon PRl BFX 

Manchester 

s0lfed^^ollfed.0fg. u k 

24tli January Northern .Anarchist 

WWW, solfed.org.uk 1 

Nerwofk Conicreticc at Bridge 5 Mill 

For details of smaller and local groups 

from 10am to 5pm. Contact 01422 

8425SB for more iniu 

see www.enraget.net/hritain 

Social Cenires ' 

MtIHary Bases 

.Autonomous Centre of Edinburgh 

I7ih 10 18th January Redaun the bases 

lACEl 

v^-eekend 0 I atifi-militaiist action- A 

P West Monigutnery Place. Edinburgh 

weekend of non-violent action at 

WWW, auto nomous.oTg. uk 

militafy bases - from vigils to NVDA. 

list Cowley Club 

Start organising an event at a base close 

12 London Road, Brighton BNl 4JA 

to you. Nerwctrking via 

www.cowicydub,org.uk 

w^w w. red a 1 nithe bn ses. org. uk 

Freed Din 

reda 1 m b ascs-dtscussi&y a hoogrou pa .com 

84b Whitchapd High Srrm, London El 


14 Robertson Road, Easton, Bristol 


r 

G 

h 

C 


London Aaton Resource Ctmtre 
ILARCI 

62 Ficldgate Street, Lcindon El 
w w-w. I ondaiiafc^tirg 
SUMAC Centre 

245 Gladstone Street, Nottingham 
NG7 hHX 

w wvv-veggi cs.org-ukyra mho w/ 

Use Yout Loaf 

227 Deptford High Street, London SE8 
ww w.sq uat.ffec 5 erve.c 0 .uk/ 
useyourloaf.html 
1in12 Club 

1U2^ .Albion Street. Bradford, West 
Yorkshire, Rl>l 21Y 
w^^"w, I in 12.com 
.S6a Infoshop 

56 Craiopftin Street, London SE17 
ww w.sa lerv’cat .org/5 6. 1 / 
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Britain 


Poverty in the UK 


UK, rich are gelHag richer while one in five people live in poverty, 
writes lain McKay 


T he liJ-tcfth RiJivtiffcif J'cnifidifJpn 
ftfuiFicd ihrt nionih tlur there were 
Hri iniJ'rNjn lit 20UI*Q2 
living in hnmc' with inttiirics heliiu’ ihe 
prjierrv Imc. Thk menint iheit, fii ror:il, 
22% iif the |?ppiiljr»rm werr 
living hi ixu'cny. Thiii mdiidr4 J.Jf 
milhiin children, 2,2 million pen^ioncni 
jnd 6,6 million diJults of working age 
Covert)' cctmintjeij to nffeci n large 
n util her of h^w^mcoiiie houiiehold!^ wirh 
irimronc iti paid work. About i..S 
rvtiJJton people cxpcri educed ‘inr^wfirk 
povt«y‘iNrtween l 999jnd20Ui 
There W4^ conic giiud new^ in rhe^c 
rflcgraecluJ ftgiirr\, courw. Jr was 
lower rlinn the peak <it r J.-I niilhcm in 
the nird-yOs, and was Jo wee th.iii jir any 
lime during tJie l99fH. Jr mmld, however, 
J>c diurtish to note thar before Tlurclief 


! rhein four in live oi people surveyed 
said the gap hcrwecii nth .iiid poof was 
"ffMi large K A popular solution to the 
wage gap was a driLm.itie lowernifi of 
salaries lor higher ineome rarners 
rather than a large increase for lower 
earners, Obviously the recent spare oJ 
mitthniillton piiunil hoardrooni deals 
has head its effeer. Vet even l,4bour 
supporters Jiave been pcrsiui Jed agaimr 
the ments of im'ome redistribution 
since Bbif came ra office. In 1996, 

SS% ol l abour supporters backed 
ipcomc rcdistriburtorii six years fatcr 
that had dropped w 49%, 

Vet the income of the rnega-rich 
Climes from the relative poverty of the 
lower jaard. 

Wbieb brings me to unidtss. Aeeording 
til a member of the Bank of England's 
Monetary I'ohcy Committee, one m five 


gOT m the figure w;is Jess rban 10%. So 

we now Jive in a society- thiit, perhaps, 1 workers has suffered a pay cut in the 
us sfarred to move .iwjty from the I past ten years. When inOaritm peaked 
bottom of the EU poverry- league I which | ar ahoui 20% m the 1970 s* only one m 
we shared four yearii ago with such jT rwcticy workeri juirtered a idrop tin 
advanced mdustrl.il n.io’ons mf Portugaf. normnaf pay. Looking ar rent wage 


Greece, Spain, Italy and Ireland). Wow. 

With the Thatcherire ‘onckfe-down' 
theory of poverry- elimiriaiton now firmly 
Of home in Mew Lalwjuf, it rs wonhwhile 
to note that inner Londari was the most 
unec|uat port of the country. Given thai 
29% of people in the richest fifth of the 
population and 32% m the poorest fifth 
live there, ft seeing hard to take the nonon 
that inectuality reduces poverty senousfv 
(particularly when hotneJessn^ is also 
higher in che capital rhitn elsewhere!. 

Bur why shriiild New Lahnur waste 
money on working class people when it 
can invest billions invading small third 
world cotmiries? Wc need to get our 
priorities right, We cannot have people 
like haddam amund, people who think 
nothtng of wasTmg money on weapon?* 
and palaces while fhetr fellow ciriitenv 
|jvc in poverfy 

Given tins, perhaps Bhitr abandoning 
his flagshtp pledge to 'eradicate' child 
poverty by 2020 t* nor surptising. Like 
ihe Tories wuh tuiempJoyment, he simply 
rewrote the dchoiruin of low income. 

Mow Bbir aims for Britain <o be merely 
“anmnK the besr in Europe* on child 
fMwerty. He lun far to go. Denmark has 
the lievt record m the EU, with 5% nf 
ns yriungaTim in faTmhm on tesN than 
60% of meiiian houiichold income, 
coinparrd to 24% in rhe UK. Rather 
than do lieirer than the Dartevi New 
labour tint moved the qutistieal 
goalpTHti by changing the tlehniiion of 
piirvrny. Impressive. HJair selling 
fhatchctite pnniupln tjr hefirr than 
if IT r^l old hag herself mannKed. 

Such « nuJsMgrtan mily be a mantra 
fo fhove in power. AJier ,di, atnifiised 
riulnoduab hardiy prcuint mneh of a 
rhrcai Uimifprionitlyr thi’iddfr, fire 
ttKome gap Iv-rwren the rich and pooi 
k ifu wnlrst i( Im* since vhvdirs 
b*E.afi. fhe piwio'.i HJ% Uiik tuvt ♦% of 
t^/nrrtry • ir>i,*trii» whlfr the nchf m 
f ft% more / y., 

f'oronytirljt, (loiple <tft not in Uvoiir 
•tfM h Irvfb *d MA. 19 I inrfpMlny. Morr 


growth, workers saw either ? real drop 
m pay or an mercase less rhan 0.i% m 
three of the five years leading up to 1999. 
Significantly, unionised workers did not 
suffer a pay cut in the six yeant up to 
2000. Only a third of all workers are 
unlimited, mri?trfy in the pubhe sector. 
So jt is a good job that Tliatcher saved 
the average worker from explnitanon 
by the unions otherwise they, tfio, would 
be subiDCT to the tyranny of wage growth! 
Which shows the real nature of the 
'individualisn>' of the right, it benefits 
the powerful, the capitalist. Duminatian, 
oppression and exploitation flow from 
incqu.ili(tcs of economic power. 

We need only look at the US to sec the 
self-defeating results of the rhatcheriTe 
and New Labour 'individualbm'. Av 
Errmdhori succinctly put ii, properry is 
nor only 'theft^ it is alwi ^dcapotism'. In 
the 'land of the free’,, the basic right of 
freedom of assitciafion has been 
dramatically eroded. There the employer 
b king, literally and figurarivety, They 
can reftiae to negotinte for years with a 
uniiMi evcfi after it ft rwogniwd, effectively 
negating their legal obligation to 
bargain. And while they caniinT legally 
ftre workers lur st riking, they can hire 
'permanent replacements' - which n 
pretty rniich the same thing. 

Across the employment spectrum, 

I lumiin Rights Watch found fhur 
workers' rights to organite and K.irgiim 
crjllectivcly wrrt* routinety drinnd. 
Whether n was tt>mpufcf prugrammcfs 
or mimtnuni wage tlvanm^ workers 
were denied the ngbi to associate wiiti 
fheif fellows as they ehoosc. Abandoning 
lius Imuc riglii to fieeduiii of associafiun 
has funi rnrammis ctoiiiutoc atiJ social 
umwApiencrn ft is vurdy no tfunmlentr 
iliat ^lu MS, with <ifie ol the lowest 
ratiTAof uriinioiatmii m the dfvclin>ed 
world, Ii tin- tfitly high nii fnnr cniinfry 
wiihoiJi a luiiiuiial lieahh 11111101011 - 
liysfnn, f fr that Luoipcati*, ^ln average, 
imply livf wtr|f% ol Inihdyy while 
AiniriiLiiiiN hayr Ir-i than thirr/ i ft that 



American families, on average* work 
247 more hours per year in 200(1 than 
they did m 19B9? 

A study by a Come 11 University 
professor Kate Bronfcnbrcnnei; found 
that when faced svith employees who 
want to toin a union, 92% of pnvate 
employer* force workers to ancud 
closed-door meetings to hear anrj-union 
propaganda; 7B% require that supcrviiors 
deliver anti-union messages to workers 
they oversee; ami 75% hire outside 
consultants to run antininion campaigns. 
Half of employers threaten to shut down 
if cnrployeai unuinise a.nd that m a quarter 
of organising campaigns, employers 
illegally fire workers because they want 
to form a union* She also discovered 
why cbeiie tactics are *0 common - rhey 
are effective. They increase employee 
tnseuurjty and apply downward 
pressure on real wages and benefits. 

The dixliitc of organised labour - 
from 30% of workcis in rhe 1960s to 


13% iiTcby - has contributed greatly to 
the most massive upward fcdistrihution 
of inci^me in American history. The 
majorit)- of the US labour force has 
barely seen any of thr enormous 
productivity gains of the butt thirty 
years rettecred in ihcir wages* This is in 
sharp contrast to thr period between 
1946 and 1973, when pnHlucrivity 
gaiiu were broadly shared and the 
median wage rose by nearly 80%* The 
United States is each year becoming 
more like Latin America in m economic 
and social division into haves ansi have- 
nots. Looks bke the UK is well 1111 its 
way to this utopia of capitalism. 

There ts hope* A recent Peter Hart 
poll found that 47% of non-umoti 
workers ^ about fifty million people * 
would opt for a union in their vvorlcpLicr 
if they could* Tens of thounands of US 
workers arc fired each year tor joining 
4 ir attempting to organise 4 union, in 
violation of US law. But the penalties 


for ctnpbycfs arc iwi slight that they 
have what Human Riphis Watch caiU 
‘*a oilUire of near impunity.* 

The right il» Jrtedom oi assoc laciun is 
a fundamental human right, and it t% an 
embarrassrnent that our socieiy and 
legal system do not recognise this right 
for workers, But what can you mq^cct 
from capitalism.^ It rhetoric a«de, 
nor iniemted in freedom, imly property, 
"rhe facts arc clear W^orken^ and bo»o 
do nor have intertvis in common. Only 
when we organise together and practice 
Milidanty- and direct action can wr 
improve our condibons and, more 
impi>itamly, start to sec that it docs not 
have to be like this. Only a glriKtl UMjiut 
movement tlui knowii this stands ii 
chance m <mr netvhberal world. 

Tunc we vi;mcd (i> dtscuvs how wt can 
create such a mnvemctn and how sre 
relate to the workers m exUttng inade 
unions and (he unorganised* Wc have a 
taste of what to evpcci if wc don'll 


On the picket line 


Strike action highlights from 
December 2003 

• On the 6rh Dcccmher, around 3ll(l St 
Heirna vchufil kids walkt^l out nf levions, 
dcmLiiisttated, ran amok imd cauKcd 
gimcrgl pnayhmi. The protests liuve 
been 4 ftactitm in plans by the wh^iol 
III «(pfii up classes (and class mmevj into 
divided hiiuics. With shimiH of Smite, 
ntfike, strike' and Vr will noi lx moved' 
flic kids rushed niuiid theif leathers 
wbii hcipicvdy liM.iki'd on and tried in 
gum sniiii- son id conmiamJ* ftuimng 

Mmol (It s dtuJ l4ockiii|J till OMti iIh* 

hcvi nf thru' prniesiers were nut gomg 
lit \h^ tmivcd Ami were Iciinniig ^uairgy 


und laciici as they marched, bkvkadird 
and sung. 

* Workers ,tt .1 Stnke-dn-Trimi sei.ufify 
cumpitny imgcd a w ddem virikc m a 
dispiUf ovri pay. On the I7fh llixembei. 
ahnitt ten Mail at Sevurny (Hus' Manley 
dqint Htaged the umilticiuf .Khon alter 
hiwvcs M the Uuoxeter-based ciniip.mv 
riirneil down pleas tor a jury rive. 1'he 
emploveev, who all wni k m the p.n.kmg 
depaiimem *u thr Sainom Siren depin, 
said I hey were angis (xiatisi drivets at 
the Mimp.inv InnI ifieadv reveived a 
wage ItuiraKT. 

• Hvomnih I iiv ...ill pUui*eii «iup|Xit 


answering their phonrs tin the l*ih 
Deccmbcf Iscvause they wen* unabkr ri' 
cope wnh a burgeoning wnrkkvid 

* Neath I Impuaf s;k4niiig and s AivruH 
M.ill look 24 hour Mrike astum on iha- 
22nd 1 kvrmbcf nvci the ee*us 4 il 
private 1 Iraniiig vomTaewr Ol N 10 

lUiLfvase stalling 

• Hunditds ul wiLstkrts at a Nainsbuis 
distiibutton semir, wHgh suitpfir^ 0^1 
lit Its Nonhrrn bisivhcv, sisg<d .1 .'4 
tmui stiikr in » rsiw m»ti pas TV 

u iVJoim tsMk pUtr at the %Tt«tv m 
i tavdiick tui VL tu-suHlr, which eingkr 
iroiukl Mil wsfehoiK seotkinc 

































International 


Tropical Blairism 

Histofy repeats itself as leftwing Lula sells out Brazil t 
Internatfonal Monetaiy Fund 


L iberia runs dre somefimes 

jixused oi' being cynical, not 
«cting the real differences 
between pahlical parturs 
when rbey advocate anti- 
pnrlramcntairijnism as the 
c»niy ii>ean» of real change. 
Time and oigain, we art nr;^ to be 
'pniaicai'and vote for the leftw'ing 
jurry. We simply point ro the long 
hiscor}’ of ieftwing parties hccommg 
dcradiCailised and fost as bad as the 
•nasty* pafries of the right and cimrriL 
instead, we concrritrate or hujlding a 
real akcmafivc to the decroral farce. 

You would think ibarTdny Bfatr 
would have dUabosed the left of such 
illusions, but no, far from it. Recently, 
the left hove been wetting ihemselves 
about various election "breaktlitoui^s*. 
Many velf-proclaimed Marxist 
rcvofuiiOTiariesbave waxed \yncal 
about the victories of the Scottish 
Socialist party, wishing they were north 
of the border so that they, too, couid 
vote fnr the SSP\ old bbour-stylc 
politics wrapped in some libertarian 
sounding rhetoric. 

{nternationally, the victor) of Lula iR 
Brazil was held up as another sign of 
the pGSsibifittes of left‘Wing 
clccnoncenng. Great hopes were placed 
id him. It is good to have hope. It is 
stupid to forger the lessons of history. 


We arc only as strong as out own 
graisroots, self-managed, class 
conscious organisation. If wu put 
bureaucrats, pohricians or orhers in the 
driver's seat, they're sure to take you 
for a ride to their ifeirinaiion of choice 
and perhaps even sell you down the 
river. 

f.ula confirmed this. His practice 
i|iuckJy failed to Jive op to the hopes, 
unsurprising given that, like Bfair, he 
had made tt clear where he stood long 
before he was anywhere near office, 
f'Jow his Workers' Party' has gone one 
stage further and expelled four dissident 
members from the Brazilian Congress, 
This action confirms the recent shift 
of Luia and his geveroinent away from 
their leftist roots. The four were purged 
by the directorate of the Workcb* Party 

m 4 iccfei balVcii in a closednioeif 
sessioti in Brasilia. The party leaders 
accused the so-called radicals of Eaking 
part m a campaign to 'demoralise* the 
government and Lula. 

Supposedly, the ouster of the 
Ic^slaiors waspunisfimem for their 
failure to vote in hivour of Lula's 
proposal to reduce pension benefits, 
which was approved by Coogtess in 
December. Howeven it reflects the 
growing dissatisfacnon of rhe left wing 
of the party with the abandonment of 
traditional parry postrions and his 


Hght global war 


lOtf* iurwwf 30M 



F cdC^nActiofl - this is a call to the 
demo and action against the Nato 
Secunry conference being held on 
the ^rh and 7ih of Februarj' in Munich, 
Germany. 

On Friday fith February 2004 at 
4piii: The streets leading to the Hotel 
Bayerischcf Hof will be filled with 
people. The traffic w'di be stopped. 
General Njumann will be under 
pressure as be tememfaers the warning 
given by Hor^r Tidschiks, “This year 
the mob IS mtending to shut the 
conference down 

This is bow we expea the situation 
to look m .Munich on this Friday 
afternoon. Many different groups 
having already called for demonstronons 
o#» Saturday have also called for a 
inawive presence around the Karo* 
security cnnfcreiicc on Friday. Thu 
conicrenix has for the fan forty years, 
provided a merting place f<ir tjir 
military, poliriciansi weapons experts, 
who have betn mvifud by HtirH Telschik, 

The globaffsaiion of war 
With rhe full of the Sovief block* 
capftaljtni has become the unconicmied 
globl mntmk sysirm. Capifalrsm 


I promised prosperiiy and security but 
has in faa lead to a decline in living 
standards for most people and to the 
collapse of economics of whole regions. 
Fora long time now the leftist liberal 
powers have been calling for politicsil 
regulation of economic globalisation, in 
the meanttme the problem has 
undergone a cynical tra nsforma cion; the 
global capitalistic exploitation is now 
accompanied by global wac, in which 
the rich northern states and their allies 
maintain unlimited military- centroL 
War has gone from being the exception 
to the nomi. War is uhitiuitoiu, 
springing up in the discussions and 
pratticei throu^out our society. War 
enables the concentration of power and 
gives rise lo patriarchal oppression, 
racial exclusion and capitaiistir 
cxploirarion. The racisi discourse 
against everything foreign' and 
'different' retufts in more power 
accruing ro the iradmonally dominant 
fnrcct in sociery. It hus, for example, 
required in the milttaritarion nf 
Europe's bordeni and in the ractsi 
unmigratiim laws of the HU. War 
creates its own pnoffticfli. Social services 
have Iwfcn cut hack, while at the same 


determination to enforce part) 

Jisapboe despite that discontent. 

Lula, let us not forget, was a former 
bthe operator ,ind labour union leader 
and Brazil's wofking-^ass president. 
He was elected a little over a year ago, 
on a platform drat pmmwed a sweeping 

social transformation and irterca^ 
iuvesoneiit in education and hcaldt. 
Unsurprisingly, he has followed the 
demands of the markets, piling up record 
budget surpluses to obtain a stamp of 
approval from the IMF- This policy has 
stunted growth and contributed to high 
unemployment. Surprisingly, he recently 
denied that he had ever b<?en a leftist. 

One of the Workers' Piarty long term 
main tbeotetiaans has called this switch 
'tropical Blairism', A switch which has 
been well teceivcd by foreign mvestofs, 
alarmed in the post by Luia's Bcry radi^ 
rhetoric. A founder of the party 
complained that this ^vas “nor die first 
year of the Workers’ Part)- government* 
bur rather than "the ninth year" of the 
previous govcrnirififit. Shades of Bbii; 
iredeedi 

Thneats of resigimdoas by several 
prominent pKorty figures failed to stop the 
pony leadership expelling the radtcals. 
Dissidents obicct to what they describe as 
the Stalinist attitude of the leadership and 
not only to the economic polkies. 
Dissidcnce is not limited to within the 


time a 50.000 person European 
interventions army has been assembled 
and a giobally ready police force 
c tea end. 

When war Is permanent, chat Is when 
it becomf,»s an integral part of the 
O'Cganisarion of our nations and 
societies, the line between w-ar and 
peace becomes blurred. When war is no 
longer called war, bur instead 'peaceful 
measures'^ and the naxt wa^r is 
discussed os if it wm normal to use 
military force to carry through imperial 
interosts, then we really have arrived at 
the point which was so eloquently 
desenhed by Orwell in 1984, "war is 
peace". 

What security and for who? 

in the lust few years, 'security* has 
becotne a central propaganda call for 
politidans, economtsts and the media, 
ft hall been the justificarion for new 
international wars and greatly 
sfrengthened internal repression. Under 
our current system, cctinomic securiry 
.ind stability are only created for thojic 
very few on the winning side; the ruling 
claHr llie logic of rhe world niiirkct 
treats most people as superfluous, 


T? 


party. Another party chat had been a fare 
of Lula's mulcipany governing coalirion 
formally broke with the president, 
accusing the Workers' Party leaders of 
abandoning dielr prineiples and selling 
out to incemational capirabsm. 

Bur in spite of history repeating itself 
(yet a^inl) in Brazil, the left will be 
standing candidates in the forthcoming 


especially in the so called third world, 
where more and more people have been 
reduced to a srate of abject poverry and 
misccy. At the same time the 
governments of the rich countries ace 
outbidding themselves in a race to the 
botrorn, destroying the rights of 
workers and the unemployed. The 
employer-employee relationshjp is 
becoming more and more precarious, 
while the social divide is widening. In 
the name of ‘domestic security' ever 
more laws arc pushed through, the 
purpose of which is to exclude and 
control people who have been deemed 
unworthy of a place in the society. In 
this process the US and Europe arc nor 
ahvays acting m concert. In fact their 
respective politics reflect tn parr 
massive contradictions, resulting from 
comperition for mtemational markets 
and influence. For us it fs very clear 
thai the situation is not that of ’evil 
doers' against whom the good and free 
peoples of the world must fighi, hut 
nilhcr that of NA rO states and theit 
allies militarising the world. 

War is not Invincible 

War is entwined in cver)'day lives. 


elections and urging us to vote for rfic 
•progressive* candidate. We can be sure 
that this time it will be different, honest. 
This rime* for the first time in histor>; the 
personalities elected will be up to the 
task and overcome the pressures firom 
the state blireaucrac)' and big busMi^ 
and implaiiefit their programme. And 
they call anarchists Utopians! 


which ironically is exactly what makes 
it vulnerable to attack. Its points of 
vulnerability arc all around us. Take the 
case the war on Iraq; the mi lirar y bases, 
train stations, and ports, which were 
used in rhe deployment of soldiers and 
supplies, and rhose which are still being 
used !o keep supplies going to Iraq* 

And there exists of course the 
production zones of the weapons 
manufacnirers. And there are also the 
places at which politicians, the military 
and their advisocs gather to make iheif 
plans and strategic decisions. If you 
want to live in a world without wan 
then you must come to si.ich places, 
where war is bought and sold as a 
nonnal part of life. You must come to 
the meeting of the global war planners, 
to the tHiiik tanks and events that bathe 
the face of w'ar m a liglii of legitimacy. 
You must come to the streets and the 
train tracks over which the ittachmery 
t>f war runs. 

Friday 6tfi February 2004. at 4ptti: Acbons 
mum the Hotel Bay^rfseher Wof 
Saturday Tib Fehmaiy 2004. at \2 mion, 
Manerrplati - iivtemalional OemnnstrirUon 

mimx th» NAIO Socurity4:<int|t«lWi 

























Freedom lOtH Jmiuary 200*1 


Kingdom of Micomicon 


Syndicalism 


Alan MacSimoin of Ireland's Workers’ Solidarity Movement takes a 
critical look at anarchism’s strongest current 


S yndkaiism w the largest 

organised Tendency m the 
lihrttjrian mavemcni tewday. 
It has built large workers’ 
unions, led nia)or scfuggics, 
been the pnpubr tTpression 
of anarch I stn in many 
couniries. To uuderMiind the anarchisi- 
commumsf view of syndicalism we have 
ii> Jiwfc at ir^ roots, its core beliefs and 
tis record. 


The basic idea 

Its basic ideas revolve around orgiinising 
nil workers ioTo 'one big union*, keeping 
conirtil in the hands of rhe rank and 
fde, and opposing all artempts to create 
a bureaucracy of ujiaccountable futbnme 
offrdafsi. Unlike orher unions their belief 
IS that the union can be used not only 
rr> tt ifj reform* from rbe bosses biif 
KT ovenKrow the capitalist ss'sfem. They 
hold that most workers are not rcvolo- 
Tionanei because rhe structure of their 
unions is such that tt take’s the initiative 
aw'ay from the rank and file, rheir 
alternative is to organise all workers 
into the *one big union’ in preparation 
for a revolutionary general strike. 

They csiablifilMtl their own international 
organisation wirh the founding of the 
International Workers Assoctation in 
Ikfhn in 1922^ Pfcscnt .it that confencncc 
were the Argentine Workers Regional 
Organisation PORA, the Industrial 
Workers of the World m Chile, the 
Union for Syndicalist Propaganda in 
Denmark, the Free Worked Union of 
Germany FAUD. Narimial Workers 
Secretariat of the Nciherlands, the 
Italtan Syndtcaiist Umon. the General 
Confederation of Workers in Portugal, 
iltc Swedish Workers Central Organisation 
SAC, the Committee for the Defcntc of 
Revfiluritjnary Syndicalism m France, the 
Federation du fkitrimcnt from Pans, all 
repiesenting over 1.1 million members. 
The Spanish CHT vs-as unable to send 
delegates due to the lietce dass struggle 
heiiig waged m thetr country under the 
dictatorship of Primi) dr Rivera. They 
did. howev'cr. join the following year. 

During the J^20s the IWA expanded, 
More unions and propaganila groups 
entered into dialogue with the IWA 
^cretanat. They were from Mexico, 
Uruguay* Bulgaria, Poland* Jap-iir, 
Australia, hi>iKh Africa, Pafaguay and 
North Africa. 

SyndicaJisr unions outside rhe IWA 
also existed m many catmtnes such av 
the Brajiiiian W'orkeni Regional 
C)ig*inisariijn and rhe InduNtnal Workers 
of the WtirkI in the USA {which soon 
spread to Canada* Sweden* Australia, 
Sourb AIfka, and Briram'). 


Decline 

7he ^nec^ r*- of the IktUiieyik* did greai 
harm lo tht workers movement outside 
Russia. Many were imprcfraed by wliai 
was h. 3 pprning m Russia, f <iininunist 


Parties sprang up almost everysvhere. 

The Bolshevik model appeared successful. 
Many saiughi m copy tt. Hus was before 
the tealuy of I he S^jviet dictatorship 
became widely known. 

Nevertheless the sytidtcalist moveincm 
still held on to most of its support. TTie 
teal dangcf wae the rise of iaseisin. With 
the rule of Mussolmi, the Iraltan USI, 
the largest syndtcali.st union in rhe world, 
was driven underground ami (hen out 
of existence. The Centnin FAUD* 
Portuguese CGT Dutch NS^V, French 
CDSR and many more in Eastern 
F.urope and Latin America were nor 
.ible to survive the fawism and military 
dictatorships of the 193i)s and '40s.^ 

It w^^s at the same time thar the Spanish 
revolution unfolded* which was to repre¬ 
sent huth the highest and low'esr puimis 

nf synjicatism. \(rinr .ihoul this below 

TTie Polish syhdicaltsf onion with 
130,000 workers* the ZZZ, was crushed 
by the Naii invasion. But, as with 
syndicalists clse’whefe, they did not go 
down without a fight. They* along with 
the Polish Syndicalist Association, took 
up arms against the Nam and m 1944 
even managed to publish a paper called 
Sytidicalista. in 1938, despite their 
country l>cing under the Salaiar dictator¬ 
ship since the 1920s. the Portuguese 
CGT could still claim 50,000 members 
in their now completely tllegai and 
underground union. In Germany, trials 
for high treason were cirricd tint against 
militants of the FAUD. 'Fhere were mass 
(ruts of members, many of whom didrv*E 
survive the concentration camps. 


m 1977 Franco died and his regime fell. 
The CNT blossomed. From a few 
hundred activists it split into two uiiiomi 
now with up to 50,000 members. The 
growth of the CNT put syndicalism 
back on the iinarchist agenda. The IWA 
now ebiims tirgaiinations that function 
at least partly as unions bn Italy* France 
and Spain! and propaganda groups m 
.about another doixn countries. 

Outside the IWA ate syndicalist unions 
and orgamsations like the lO.OOO-scrong 
SAC m Sweden, the OVB m the 
Netherlands, the Sparush CGT, the 
Sohdanty-Unity-Democracy union in 
the French post office, the CRT in 
Swit'/erland* and others. Some arc less 
anarchist and more reformist tban 
or hers. Say what wc will .about them 
wc must reccigntiie that syndicalism In 
tiHlay the latRcst orgamwid current in 
the mtcmational .inarchrsr mov^rhem. 
This means ti ts especiany important to 
understand them. 
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The mmp 

By the end of World War Two, the 
European syndtcalist movement and the 
rWA was almost destroyed. The CNT 
was now an exile organisation. In 1951 
the IWA held their rtcsi pust^war 
congress in Touloiise. This time they 
were a much smaller orgariTsation than 
the great movement that existed at their 
first congress. Nevertheless they^ still 
represented soTnethmg. Detegates 
attended, though mostly representing 
very small organisations* from Cuba, 
Argentina*^ Spairi* Sweden* France* Italy, 
Germany, the Ncrheflands, Austria, 
Denmark, Norway, Britain, Bulgaria 
and FortugaL A mcs.sage of support 
was received from Uruguay, 

Things were not looking good for the 
re-emergence of anarcho^synilicaJism. 

In Eastern Europe the Stalinists allowed 
no free discussion* strikes or free trade 
yiitons. Certainly not anarchist ones! 

In the late 1950s the Swedish SAC 
withdrew frnni the IWA. There was 
now mu .1 single funcnnmng union in 
its ranks. 

h stnggcfed on as a collection of 
Mn.ilj propaganda grtiupji and exile 
iirganitiiitions like the Spanish and 
Bulgarnin t'Nl's. Some wondered 
wtTuld It live much hinger. Hut suddenly 


Some problems 

Anarchist-Communists do have criticisms 
of their politics* or more accurately lack 
of politics. Judging from their own 
statements, methods ant! propaganda, 
the syndicalists sec the biggest problem 
m the straetuTT of the existing union.S 
rather than m the ideas char tie workers 
to authoritarian* capitalist views of the 
w'orld. 

Syndicalists do not create revoluritinary 
political organisations. They want to 
crc.atc industrial unions, Their strategy 
is apolitical, in the sense that they argue 
that all that's essential to make the 
revolution is for workers to scttsc the 
factories and the land. After that it 
believes that the state and all the other 
institutions of the ruling class wall come 
toppling down. Fhey do not accept 
that the working class must take polincal 
power. For them all power ha.s to be 
immediately abolished on day one of 
the revolurion. 

Because the syndicalist organisarion i^ 
the union, it organises all workers regard¬ 
less of their politics. Historically many 
workers have joined* not because they 
were anarchisB* but because the 
syndicalist union was the most militant 
and got the best results. Because of this 
tendenacs always appeared that were 
reformist. This raises the question of the 
conflict between being a trade union or 
a revolutionary anarehist organisation. 

Syndicalists arc quite correa to 
emphasLse the centrality of organising 
workers in the wtirkplaee. Critics who 
rc|cct syndicalism on the grounds that it 
cannot organise those outside the w(irk- 
place are wrong. Taking the example ol 
anarcho-syndicalism in Spam it is cleat 
that they could and did oigani.w through¬ 
out the entire working das4 as was shown 
hy the Ihetian Federation o1 lubertatJan 
Youth* the Miijeres Ubres* iFree Women)* 
and the neighbourlumd nrgaiiisaunns. 


Spain 

The weakness of syndicalism is rooted 
in Its view of w^hy workers ate tied to 
capiiaiism, and its view of what is 
necessary to make the revolution. Spain 
in 1936/7 represented the highest point 
in anarcho-syndicalist organisation and 
.achievement, Because of their apolicic- 
ism they were unable to develop a 
programme for workers' power, to 
wage a political battle against other 
currents in the svorkers' movement 
isuch as reformism and Stalinism}* 

Indeed syndicalists seem to ignore other 
ideas more often than com hating them. 

In Spam they were un*iblc to give a lead 
tn the entire class by fighting for 
compicie workers" power. 

Instead they got sucked Into support 
for the Popular Front government* 
which in turn led to their siknee and 
coinplicit)^ when the Republican state 
moved against the collectives and 
militias. The rainonry in the CNT* 
organised around the Friends of 
Durruri, was expelled when they issued 
a proclamation calling for the workers 
to take absolute power (i.c, that they 
should refuse to share power with the 
bosses or the authoritarian partiesl. 

The CNT helieved that when the 
workers took over the means of 
production and distribution this would 
lead to '■the liquidation of the 
bourgeois state which would die of 
asphyxiatian.” l listory teaches us a 
different lesson. In a situation oi dual 
power It is very necessary to smash the 
itaie. No ruling class ever leaves ihe 
stage of history voluivtatily- 
In contrast to this, the Friends of 
Durruti were cleat that* and this is a 
quote frtim their programme 'Towards 
a Fresh Revolutmn', "to beat Franc<i 
we tieed to crush the hinirgeoiMe and 
Its Smliiiist and SocmIim allies. Hie 
capiiabM Slate must be destroyed 


totally and there must be installed 
workers' power depending on rank and 
file comminecs. Apolitical anarchism 
has faded." The political confusion of 
the CNT leadership was such that they 
attacked the idea of the workers sciritig 
power as ^evii' and leading to an 
‘'anarchist dictatorship*. 

The syndicalist movement* organised 
m the Intcmaliooal Workers 
Associiiiion and outside it* still refuses 
to admit the CNT was wrong to 
'postpone* the revolution and enter the 
guvemment. They aiEcmpt to explain 
away this w’hole cpist»dc as being due 
to -exceptional circuinst,ances" that 
“will not occur again". Because they 
refuse to admit that a mistake of 
histone proportions was made, there is 
no reason £0 suppose that they would 
not repeat it {should they get a chancel. 

Despite our criticisms wc should 
recognise that the syndicalist unions* 
w'here they still exist* are far more 
progtessive than any other union. Not 
only do they create democratic unions 
and create an anoospbere where 
anarchist ideas are Ustened to with 
respect but they also organise and fight 
m a way that breaks down the divisions 
into leaders and led* doers and 
w.j[chers. On its own this is very good 
but not good enough. The missing 
elemeni is an organisation winning 
support tor anarchist ideas and 
anarchist methods both witbm 
revoUmunary unions and everywhere 
else workers arc brought together. That 
is ihe task ot the anafchtsi-communiiu. 
t U WJI Known a % the loduMT^il ol GrtJi 

». liKr I hr lulun i>nTMn m\\ h#ve 

hern rt hnindiU Um fw^i o-n*' -r* tcUu^<h ^mAi\ 

glMUp*. 

This aiiicie is an edited exmact hutn Bn? 
NoTtheastem Anarchist #8, available tiom 
FrT!e<lom Id* 0.9& (add £l posiae^ m the UK. 
£2 eisewhetel 
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Editorial Commentary 


i^njrriJilt'r t iiHirii, 2001 
v;iw "‘rltt* 

rnsiism". Si runnels hr 
rtlrrnnit f*' the iiiifrAvnr 
mriieinriii*' uniHwiUMii m 
iht* mvfi-vitifl nt Irjt^. WjfL-h- 
mg ritr hkt% ui Cohtn Mid t hfiTsitiphcr 
Hifv^icn^ fijrljtttiinii ihi; pMh unit* 
infij 5.iKhiidd« ^in”! help iHrmii 
rrmindcJ the 'tiinkicii* who thevrird 
nn the Soviet 4rmy a% it crudw! uprivop 
in Miinj^Ari'. Oethmiuvaku ainiJ ToUruJ. 

lUit M fr 4 a tite uakjc* hatl the cxciwr 
tkif the USSR vUinied ti» bt pfcwi'ung 
*ih:ijiJiim. Hu#h -ind Hfj*r u'lwlthi't h4><“ 
brtJt marc ticJi ^hout (he tcjioii fiir 
thcif iiction*. Wt'hai w«iv •*( imuc w 4* the 
Kc'itrinji rjt the MafiJIc f4i'5t a!< a yublc 
rrwmrcc tor the United Statev- 
(jtven that the Iraiii m»un?envT didn't 
itup the niatnent Sail Jam wa* piillciJ 
from hiv liolr in the grounti, \t tceiB< 
that a vuhvianiul veermn ot the Jratii 
jveopJr wTfnt'i to cJidy duped. FTiev' 
refute fo ojuate tJie prtimitrd ftrc*)oni 
jrtd cfemiieracv with a avvemhh 
ovcncirn in an Amcritan satrap. 

When: tlw- wm taitkio wtH ftajl> ctirw 
unsruck li ovfT theur dcftund that Saddam 
he tried Nif war i.Time». What to da 
with the ich priKbimcd 'Lam of Iraq'? 
Thit will pt^ic sfuftiethinp of 4 pniblem 
fnr ihr cxnerupving lorco 
Tfic obviotii move would be to hjnd 
him over ti> thir lutcmarioital Cnmmal 
Court ilCCl But (he enmev the *t:C w.it 
ter up to err muni take place an icmtori' 
bdongiriu m states that art pam 10 the 
ticary which frjunded it Utisurpminglv 
Saddam and hw band <it burthcis didn't 
Yign up. Cymes this cciidd be 

fudtceJ by aflJiiiriU that Iraq ** otn*. US 
remror^ btir of emir*** tl*e United Staw* 
imiY a .■fijjxiafotT'^ eilhci-. 

The moir fikely joluiwsn m chdf Saddam 
w'iJf he tried by rhe Iraq Gorernfttp 
Cdiiitihl tlGC'l* Rut there'* a prob/cro 
wiih this too. According to Ariwrrjcan 
aft yi-tJc, licV being treated in line with 
rfie Gr/teva Gaiii'cntiom but this demamis 
that prisoners on enaf be “tried by an 
jndepetjdent and impairtal’' rrihunaL 
This ought to rufe out any coort f 

cfiablished by the IGC. which is lirtJe [ 
more than a mouthpiece for the 
Coaiirion Fttivisional Assembly (CPA/. 

This in turn does w^liat it's mfd by ... 
the Umted Starts! 

Tlirir ii, of ocnir5ac, orte other problem. 

In his rime. Saddiun Hussein sbtighiered 
communists and massacred Kurds» all 
with the collusion oi hL% tben-aflits in 
the Weit. Pcfhapi he should call Donald 
Rumstdd to give ev'idcncc of how often 
and; why US ofhcialf visited him a her 
the chemical bomhing of Halab|a. or of 
w hy the Amcfleans allowed bmi to 
butcher the ShTa and Kurdish uprisings 
in I yVI' 

Examined obicctivdyi the capture and 
trial of Saddam iociks less like the 
vietiinimv hnalc of .in antidawrist 
campaign thari one vet of tnurdermg 
biitardv disprisKig of another, less 
powerful, murdering haward when he 
no longer meet* ihcir need*. A vtrange 
ami'(at4i*m indeed. 


strategy please 

V.iiir view, oil the ‘oate o( the niovriiicnr- 
(20rh OtcniibcU iiiurt like wishfiit 
fhmking than «rtuui nnab*'" 
article claimed that “anarcluvr* .ire 
irvpecrtd hfvauw wr pfa*ti*e what wt 
preach. Anarvhot* .ibocooneci with 
rheir working cImss cumiiiunines" Mow 
working das? pmptr. when they ihnilt 
of amirchistv. think ol crusties rhrowing 
brickv lit h'tirnonatdv' 00 Mayday. 

There isuY a working das* jriarehoi 
pohtiv* or onentJiinn. 11 k tact ihar 
vouf wrircr say* anafchiwv “connect 
with", rather rhan *art parr of'** Wfirking 
dasv conimirnitir* give* the game .iway. 
The mam nanoTuI grontip* (AK SulFed/ 
donY cfco accept ihai thereV a probiem 
regardms the lack of real warkmg clave 
presence m iheif ranks. Claw War vetmi 
uy think that accepdng (he existence of 
the prohfem (wTitch they did wmie yan 
agrij in itsdf counts as a solution - even 
though their mcmlvrship livoks -ind 
K>uuitv like all rhe rest. 

Some Freedom corresfHmdcfii* have 
idennlied the need hu a rconemation 
til fhc working doss and out of the 
anarchist ghefto. Tlie ‘State of the 
niovemem' piece looks like an attempt 
to cvc^pc th.it I'ondusiim. 

Its author is at lea w ccunrecT in saymg 
that theory has ’‘taken a hack scat*. 
Anarchist rheory falls into two camps- 
one grabs at whatever postmiydem 
dapirap is pavvmg on the winds of 
jL-ademic hype, the other think* that 
reciting rhe sayings of Kmpoikm and 
Bakunin counts as*«und analysts. 

The 'key fKiim, I think, is the breaking 
of the Unk 

Becausr rhcrc's no Nffious ananuihi'iT 
p^ifinc* fused on ihr wr>rkjng das*. 
tberrY no basis for serious rhcorcrfcal 
analysis. Thc*iry ts. m the end, lesxtjns 
drawn ficidi practice. What lesson* can 
wc draw^ frtun Mayday stunts and an 
anriuaJ hcmkfati' and the i>cca*iciruil 
fratlenng of the SWF (which is whai 
anarchist praccice has became)? Simply 
saying “iinwardi and upwards*^ doesnY 
count as strategy. 

iofin Sfiute 

Mass society 


Quiz answers 

1 I* w-Atfi I thr iniiiMr?, tun dtr tii*nitrabW 
tlrdrr tA Kef]li«.ky l jihiruib^ 

LAtro hrhirt he died l>e dined un 
omdan. c dehcac* nud# from vm-tll hirdv 
^tJbd Inirtirngs. whidt iir lfap|>rU. 
biaidfa) £nd fliru^ fn!. / hr htiming, hujuiif 

• K MliAic Jil III lYaritf 

f, t.kjfriri lii Giiiijlff 

^ IW «,*tl of haor ,i tjiTlrm* 

iut lnf|4t** 

i rflurihm ilroG-fi^kl 


bin McKay compbms about the Green 
and Bbck Bulletm aitidc. 'Mass sciaety' 
fOimmeurary, 6Eh DecemberJ. Ed like 
10 respond as nnc who kis welcomed 
the divenificarton of vicw^s tn Freedom 
recendy. 

bin seems horrified by the idea that 
the smalFscale., land-based grouj^v 
envisioned by the Wildlife Collective 
will only sec the few cultnites oeartsi 
them. Surely tounsm. a modem 
phcnumcnon. is pursued as an object of 
sruruv and as a dtrsperafe search fcir 
saiisbction and rcfonneattin with 
nature in a world of capit-ilism. work 
and anomie? 

W^jth 3 fulfilling way of life tn a -rmall 
community, there^dl he no compuUiun 
10 travel to fill the void of modem life. 
And fhere’d he leope for |otimcv*, on 
foot and by boiit. for as far as a perwn 
wanted to go - acrovi the world if that 
seemed more desirable than rem.iuung 
with the mutual reb non ship* of those 
one know*, likes *md (oves. 

bin’* argumcm o cnniradiciory Fur 
example, he implir* thui ihere’* a need 
for people w chinwc to wiirk dow n c 
mine f^WF doesn't ci/fcr ihc choiLC tii 
anyone who lioesn'i want ro live m iclf 
*kifficicnt small gfnups*|. Would .inytmr 
vhnete ♦ vi*xrtrty in winch they had fo 
do tills, or I* bill happy to keep u cla»* 
♦d under lings varrying nm the woik fif 
nniie*, lasiofir* and irileuaivr agrkultiirr 


10 frcti rhow urban masses? 

He also makes much iif pruniUvmts. 

,n he vee* it, ‘"unpuiing* their briiasies 
on nrberv. I te argue* h'r ihc righi to 
decide wliat level of tcchntilugy i* 
watited. Fan cmmgh. but mdii*trialism 
a* a svsteni require* ilia** pr^MliJCtion 
and people disctinnected (mrn land and 
livdihnod. U dc*m>ys the pmdbiliey of 
other* III that region carrying on livmg 
m a vusiainahle small-*crtlc manncf. 

Y herchiTC rt s imiiistriaitMTi wbicli 
remove* the choice for people to licside 
how to live, 

taio says he doubt* many m die West 
wiM embrace J reiiiru to peasant lift A 
by deliiiinori, 1 * sfirtux^nc 
beholden m a niling cbs> which exploit* 
him or her for ux. tnbutc and the food 
surpru.scs necessary to sustain urban 
non-fond pnsduccr*. 

The “primitivut' position duesnY argue 
for people tn rctiiffi to being pcitsojits, 
once this would he to return to a Hfc of 
drudgery, working (at least during rhr 
wanner jiionibsJ long hour* to produce 
rood, nut only for self, f-irndv and 
commynitv, hut aK<* for .i large da*s 'fif 
nders and their retinues and others, such 
as iT.idcTs, merchants, slaves and amsans. 

The mcjdcm peasant has to produce 
tar more than is needed, to pay fax. 
rent and other detnand* of the wage 
economy. But. for all this, few people 
would seriously argue fhitf a miner or 
factory w'orker r* happtef ihan a 
peas:mT. .And what of the clear evidence 
of mivsn' in inndcrn industrial stjcicrc\ 
characteru^ed by ahennnon, depression, 
suicide, addicrion...? 

Ssmah-stale, bnd-bascd ciihmc* would 
^uw- and ULikir what they ncedrd 10 
thcif lucjl cwmiiumitJc*, in ter finked las 
i« rhe ease in all *m.iM -stale societies) to 
afher groups by andi informal 

exchange refarronsbips, M otoaUy self- 
refcint, the* wouldnY produce food for 
urban and ocher non-fond producing 
groups, nor would they he toiling m 
factories to make mass-produced goods, 
using machines that are inherently 
desrructivc to die environment. The 
mass-produced goods and services on 
W‘hich A modem industrial society* 
depends will atw'ays deplete the eartb's 
■ resources', as bin recognises, and use 
far more energy that could be supplied 
by solar p.itid$ and wind turbines. 

Anarchists and ann-opiialists need 
to look at history ro understand what 
iiidustrul capitalism is ,ind bow ii w-as 
put into place. There have bceti other 
kinds of state 5<idet>; based on the 
exploitation of peasants and slaves. As 
Marx was w ell aw arc, the novel twist 
of industnal capitalism lies in making 
bnd and labour into a commodity. 

For the first time in history, the 
ma|ority of people now have no other 
access to livelihood thxin to sell fhcir 
work. The mean* 10 'subsistence' - to 
sacif ihar need ftir fond., water, 
culture and community - rs removed. 
This ctisures cheap labour lor mas* 
priTduaion and mdusmal capiiahst 
agriculture iftKid produced, not to live 
on. but 10 sdl on the market I. 

Another key and navel dement of 
industrial capitalism is machtnery. Foi 
the first time m bistury, wc exist to serv e 
the m.irkci, rarher than the market 
rxistitig to serve us. 

The only means of aboluilniig capiuhsm, 
then, IS to reclaim land to create locally 
sdf-reliiim commumiiev. Any other 
sysicfn tiieam iiuss production, ijitdiinery, 
heavy intrasrrui.ture and a large^iscalc 
market (hnw else arc lood and goods to 
Ik moved around u» Iced urban attav?l 
lam raiH* (bv imponam issue t>f how 
people could inanaKK nucTciit .iiid lux it 
Waste caused (i> dccndei of iiulitarv arul 


pc,,pit- K, ihc IcftJCto <>f 

inJuMriiltisni ctfn-fhielv of «> jUow Ihnn 
to Jwatlo *' “'■^*1' " ptiMihlc III 4«-** 
ihji pcoplt nil ^votU 'nim ilocw'f 

imliwxien-iynw'Jf^r'hecoi.ilnuaiio;' 
o( intluurml wirfy. which would only 
(fcaie fiinhcr destruction xml (w'llution. 

Thi* 1* radicT like saying ynu want to 
abolish pris<'a but ynu CJin'i bccaus*' 
there will always be pet^ple who need 
to be itttprmoned. Other wKieties have 
exisicd perfectly well without prison* 
ami iikiuaI hospitals, whkh cturie into 
Wing w-ifb modern industrial capifabxm 
(a sysictn which ha* taken such a roll on 
psycliit heaJih that, with if* abolition^ 
rherr may *rill be people who po« a 
il.mgrr to tirhers and who thcfefr>fe need 
TO br cared fur safely somewhere - hut 
not in an asylum nr a prison!. 

Liin't fin^l fKJtnt is that pnmirivnfs 
want Mad Max dyiiopias- Small-scale 
land-based communities ctiuldnY be 
hirfhcr from thi* vision. But an anarchist 
or socialist modern mduMrblism could 
Itself become a Mad Max dysropia: wc 
have no models nr examples in histofy 
or prehistory' of a large-scale anarchist 
or sociahisa society, least of all an 
industrial one involving a complicafcd 
system whereby a tiny miniirity of people 
produce the (ood and means of sheker 
and culrure, by industrial methods, for 
a majarity of the people who arc ... 
doing what? Sitnng at compuiefi and 
watch ing t clevis i on } 

The only models and examples r>f 
*ustained anarcbisr commumttes are 
those of smalIrscaU >oacrtes. And* as 
even iiidu*lriaJ-mtinkipj!l lover Murray 
Udukchiti ha* argueth moa aiiaichuiT 
iiiiovffm€j*r* have been those of peaxanl* 
and small farmer* — the sinalbscale, 
land-based culture* that the WUdfirc 
wnters argue for! 

Last of all^ Liui refiis/^ to cuuntenance 
the idea that he and his fellow lover* of 
modem industrial society' might be 
happier and more satisfied living in 
small-icale land-based cultures - living 
a life of true aumnomy and freedom* in 
which their days arc spent m their 
comrnnmties, tending plants and animals 
lor gathering and hunting, when there's 
enough wild land), making musical 
jnsmiments or homes or other aurono- 
moLLsIy satisbed needs, singing, dancing* 
laughing, talkmg 

What nuHlels and examples do we 
have of people living m this w^y? Well* 
only 150,000 years of our own pne- 
history, and all the remaining small- 
scale bnd-based soesaj arrai^emencs 
still in existence around the W'orld. Such 
cultures arc increasingly Thre,iiened by 
the development of tcchnofogy and 
industrialisrn, giving people no choice 
but to work down the mine or other 
types of modem labour And this is the 
society lain is arguing for? 

Karen Goamon 

Mote lesponsas to the Green and Black 
Bulletin nest issue 

What merit? 

Brian Moms's review' 01 Harold Barelay's 
b<M>k, ntc 5itiiUi» I Review, 6ih December/ 
rather lypificv the bias of the Freedom 
editors i perhaps Brian is one of them - 
we have nu way ol knowiug/. Bnan 
seems tu be part of the an.irchio 
CNtjblishiTicm* li>r what he savs is 
CTUisidereel hv the editors tti have merit 
("a timely micitinn of sense” they call 
IIL What the mcni 1 * we never find luii 

We're all famtltar with w hat the srate 
t%y so fktrclay'v txKik needs («» gi*r u* an 
insight into All asfKvt id (hr oate ihat 
we re iin.iwaie of. Hut thrrt\ no iioighi 
,iiul the IkhiV is, lit HiiaiiV ?it w, 4 


-nnme- <« ‘houBh w, >«'''• 

.nimiU .n.i.h..om^ 

.. wuli. «lf-a«cmt.n.nB. n>» w 
„hi.l Vli.«K.i*f 4 n.rchi«> h^herr U 
mean* that we have no need uf rhe 
viaie. The wocf ol the world ate heap^J 
upcin the imtiruni>ns of the *uie and 
cent rallied power. 

(Tie *rarc i* rtcn as opera*inft a* a 
lelf-rtgulanng machine, hut 
how it operate* isn't known and rhe 
vxpbiiadons given by anrhropolognitv 
and ecomimisix are woolly. A griod 
analogy 1 * rhat of’ the Gaia bypothevs, 
which purporu m cxplam bow life on 
the planer 1 * sustained. 

ff .ciiaichisB under^rood the mccKimxm 
of the sMce tben rhe machine cnuldl h« 
haired- It never ha* l*een undervtotKL 
There w'a* a nice piece tn Freedom by 
Tavis fteddick recently, ('New* mtideic , 
Bth November) suggming that computer 
game* could be uaed to produce siratqgies 
for defeating the state* But Tavis still 
believe* in a mechanistic nfarc. 

The premises on which rhe operarirm 
of rhe stare rests are that we know 
w haf we're doing and that our separate 
part* add up to produce society and the 
state. I'm happy with tins except for the 
bit ihax says wc know what wc'rc doing. 
The pt^iblcm is that we so dcfifiitdy don 1 , 

A cproilary is that we must* m the 
last analysis, have each other * welfare 
At heart. This strange belirt, dear to ibe 
hearts of anarchjsts, stems from tdea* 
put about by tnmxTnts like Rousseau. 

If's a lichef m a *y*rtm of orgamsariim 
where cunsi people happily accept wbat 

I hey‘re ttsld. 

In many ways Efian and Hamid 
Barclay want rhcir cake and to eat it as 
well. They perpetuate the myth of the 
*tate os an operating entiry I clumsy 
wording perhaps) because they need it. 
We can't have 'good guys' if we don't 
have ‘bad guys'. Therefore, classical 
anarchism, irifienied Irom Bakunin and 
the others, needs the opposincm of the 
state tr> blame for the itb of society. In 
ftalm; the viace is a stalking house and 
requinss no undersianding* 

1 have no quibble with the effecti veness 
of w'hat Brian and Barclay call the state. 
It's simply a martcr of 'cause' and 'effect'. 
What we see in society isn’t a result of 
the behaviour of the state, it's a result 
uf the way people behave. The state is, 
in part- a concepi. Yet, were members 
of parltamcni removed, the state would 
still cxi&t. Remove civil servants, the 
police and sn on* a* described hv 
Barclay, w'ould still he there. 

Anarchists marching mio ParUament 
Square and shaking their banners ai the 
Houses of Parliamcni arenY mi stupid 
as ro think the state is onlv a concept, 
lliei 're concerned with the people who 
moke op ihe xijie. A* Bn.iti sardookaU* 
postmodernwt bberais still pav 
I taxes to a state they claim doesn't exist. 

I It's so true, but of course the money i» 
pocketed by thiose individuals who nuke 
up the VIate and nm by the cmicepi of 
I It. Without realisuig it, I *u*pe*:t, he 
; makes mv point mcch 

Dciiroy the concept and the state 
v.iiushr*. [he *tatc dcHtibed by FLm»y 
Barclay and Brian Moriv* n a neces*itY 
to their brand of anarchivm, lUM a» the 
View* oi vLJcietv 4* vrll direcnru; t* 

necessary to amhrof*ologi3t%. It kerjw 
them in rinployiiiiMit of one lorm or 
.luofhce The iOUi.rjH, ut%li>rtufir.ttelv, 
vtandx III thr w.ii of lahrt. niiire 
irahttK. -.oiKcin'^ 

f<,if iHitc irattHi, I nottofiiin that ^atv 
di'wdpiioti III ihv* *tatv 1 * ijrc;vi» vatuff* 
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REVIEW 


He’s sometimes long-winded but at least sci-fi writer Brian Aldiss is 
concerned with the bigger questions, finds David Peers 


W hiTr M.ITV rwtfl* 
imtl tiy 

iktMifi smriT 
Aliliu jiiul tsuihrtiui 
tKJAB l^prr 
ilMhiiviei 

topk^ fo jiiAKhi%*ik § «n»alt 

c4i#finHini<t7 •’itl* ^ k»fmtl fm^Tum; 
« Mjcwrr tkai wiiWwai «wnr 

tmnurr. t>i dtsuMdifig 
|r«rTMs(i Iwthifs tliPTFi^M JaJ iO 
Tbr tiAi^ rvirr« lf» tttt iitrmiB l» Urp 
M*n <«r Ifnm espiusoumi 

grui ftatKiMiikiiiKV »n4lin(|pw* W tll» 
Aitt^roid Twsty 

Iti# prnnm a ituu * «tnk 

lA <if» lloitfi. «fir oihaj oft 

Mafk m «• ilwttiev 11 iltf <i^f It* 

lift’d t« tmA fr»r 

Rr*utuVd« AR «cdK* cftmmtiAih 
nmrird. FHf cnlonssn hM m tmvp4 

ii]tftimi*fw>.fhft 

voritwu iluijtfttT* tri«n a i*idf ¥*fiefi 
<il ft4ftnn4 and cmtrizrrh. 

Tilt aHriftirt Jfivr iiwiiy cd iJlewr 
tkftK tMttttt w* 

aiTnvfTiHftii n» At ♦Nrn' o«fib fbf 
Thm-1 « t mm m U «r#ArV 

jwrvwtwmmie nwt m tit 

X>^wm^ |i«4 

Mil iiw«nv ftol Ka^uik ihf ex^i4ri ihc 
id InhlJ Hjrkkr* to 
Tkinkirt « 'drwrprr «» « SfTftri^r Lgtkf 
Thtturli A i,.rotrgJ Jdlttmiatriifiiy 


V^jr*4HO cmiiUcm ctftnr vfi durnio thr 
coutw ol dir ftirintm!' Tlierr eh, lu# 
Mifftn frte hawfrw thrm ttwit ft» 
rrtum (u Ltnli iUkl inftK lot the ftru 
rrftftt shrfv tod ihuR vdoi *n w OT ia ted 
tn rlir msinifonrnt fhrr ti>T m, 

A i*ietteiiuJ tibruir u the dogueiiiia 
httumi thratr tthft *ie the Maw uniaftr 
4i « chiOr* fi» vthftvr rt»wAAl» A imspiAO 
iihnr afidusk thr tntikt I And 
chute erhft vetm ii» rehciiki trAilitiuttA] 
htnctvn% ttMrmnflfilt the Hilimk 


I ^Thc ttitful tef her. A 2lit terrtufy 

I t«Yw At tte itret mth cram not 
tornnhimtit^ Thete* link i|tfM:nl ciime 
m the hat wmmt teneiuiet 

in e»emujilh foul to « mimln Whet 
thtofli hr Atm? ioiuncM 

flir unhehtLemt mi(t treen ititcim 
|ti^eh*ohrv«|i>. thn*ft|th eoesiil pmmrr, 
tn ontitAK the nfhthke up V^nout 
cunTiit« tiUivie to tne Aehuvsmft 
IfKuuch ihu ft oMttrlrntn king enrkledi 
Tho fculuetiuh eeteWtili a 
tttMien'i t|»ooe. lumng wok e mitrmiiT 
untt. TW tree cm ^iAr% Irjit 

in en norraecng ftwinWet nf |ireiptAth,leik 
|<tmeroc<fCii«Mi ran otii itieh rhe hrrak 
tnen tnethl, lehfth iiwt kftd ^ ptabknm 
wtih toftoed Ripwrces fUftnoB iTnpt vp 
eoJ (* ttreted et tn nfttmuied 

niUttf. 

TrniiiMiaal onmcT Itcucm 4nnKM% err 
imd, ihhft. Vensinglt vnbetmt ttUirnt. 
togyrt pnwiie trrenit e«infttiir»fi* Wi the 
tlrcBi €1 f»«C H ktwa rhrmr. Fve Ahradi 
frMftthwwi the kwig oAtufe of 

none nt the Thjf oi the 

iinltri infh nraietlPA* kh 
^ tO ahr tiakaftaeu n *Hie -Vn i#J 

ff«gew me awsfttA uo c wf faicidUnftm 
\ eWtai ihe meonaift \oiMtif kUmkoi'-. 

e-ic rt teioK latn 
tbtiajt the iicoeihlirr <4 tcoJ' f“tbr 
tnstehee the Uweertr^p ITosee ete 
imtoMtaMr mjaaci ot thennelef« hot hcti 
tool lu he, lisetii, Is^ring 
Thrrr ue i cmipk id other miirteftt; 
j>f»d penLllel, chemra^ ihir n the 
ntAllihnormiK atiki«no« whitA «<etm 
(ftctmtangK' to hr Aii¥f - cten ihKHjgh 
wr dl kftno thet iherrk nn kk no AUrv 
Vi whit doe* ft mr«n when the imolnOiin 
st^* ta eeimi teftoarr hhriii ami fu 
4Tnrp tmrAnli the ikxncA^ Thn metarphor 
tootm Uiiper ei the huiA fm^grtme^ The 
cither n 4 srmi <&ni4.tied Kirtacr fmitcict, 
tr?i»if Hi cktecf itn eliftinr •uh-atottuc 
Thii fpm an o|)pnttuifttT fnr 



fgurat whj#?l i km^ oTniwi mpUivgauti 
of uilvitTumie phvwi* ptrwimably the 
teaum indtuliccg Rpger Pefirmc 
itidbhmTuf^ 

Thm- ATT oanar nice twiits lonejidt 
the C5wt The hnt ship tfftit amses, 

fTCMn barth is a pikolcss transpntt 
with Mjpfibrs, 9 Rih from the lerrearti) 
IknfMan IneemAiHiiuil Viofty. TTsc firtt 
cTTwed shtp to cntnc hriiftiscs wtth if 


iiaiiitirKiil thiiijight'P'S Items aiftl gurts. 
The asimnaitts reFinc hdp unlesa 
cdmprttiditioii M pviiii for a previoii^ly 
etnkrtt thimk. frotti a intjncylcna sticietTt 
When Mime tif die calomsts do ge* 
hack to EjutK they bod that capiialmn 
IS Thcy^re shocked by the 

uidrsfprrad sioleticc, hut abo hud many 
utJLrpian societiei »pf outing. White hiars 
» a diciughduf book, if saqimtTwi 


imtatuig;- The obvioupi tcteffce fkaotin 
compnriMHi U with UrfuU Le Gtun\ 
iKivcl, The Disposscsaicd. In dwt book 
the actardiy was established .tnd 
uniigcaljng. Hetc, its strugithitH tn begm. 

White ktdts tf$ Bofth Aklts£ (in coitebmioft 
with fto 0 i« Pentnsik psthlifthea by Warner 
Books, ts evaitehie itom Freedom lot £ 7 SB 
(add BOd posui^e m the Uh. £LiO efsewfmv 


NEW RELEASES 


Fr«ftli#iiet#in mtH§ IIhi 
Chkhofttiawke: TIiot 0fi<t Now 
bfy John Barker 
ChrisffebooKs 

A hft|tr iTdimir td work was finidiiced 
m the rtin-ftp |v^ the insasion vi Iraij 
Thankhillv chii pM!se of wrttiisg a of 
the "i# yiMiVe mu nuirdpnf yosi'ie not 
paYmji arterttnfti’ sthool and a ccill 
rtirraiif miw. k mtgjht iciuod like a 
iJiiJdirenk ituiy hu( astuiUestk about 
Sadditfti HoaKeift i dial a, a 
Trankoiitein'' oi the WesrV nwn 
makrngi ftk dsn ahoui the kmd ol 
people i4Phi> are dmd keen on sending 
odief’i iiW tu light amj die bur lehu cince 
nude damn sure rfsry had orhcf 
pnotme* fftmoifcIJs usirdii) when thcr 
were offmd die Ofipgrtiunty 
fhetitscim. 

John Barker casts a entkaJ eye bade 
m the hoerun of the I V^l Gidf Wan 
He alio driTuiftshc* the larryTaka which 
ftwe corisriLicfrd to lell dw Ufrst one. 

Hr asks prahoif sttrestums iSaut the I 


I QiidienhaftAN newdmcftd kwe of 
. drmucf ace am! other uihiecci id fraork 
I msih malnniL «4ach M the 

VCrapcxw oi ktasi De«crusTi«kn' 

He’s icrwd at anaNvng tbr At^renc 
politkteJ strands hrhiml the metwn !i» 
w»r, ftiim the Neocoroervainre 
'cheefiradm' iwlvi ssipfwirted a trey 
pamcular idea of demikraCTl In the 
‘pirwer elm rraiitn* who Adft> pretend 
(hes- wrfr huthcred with berwfiting the 
rest the worfd. 

The arrof^e nl there *^n Whitt 
Men’ k-avrs you almost spetv.lit«^ btd 
thitnkfiiDy John stili has wonlii left to 
lance tynh thci# hypoemy and the 
pretmonru of the ‘Cold War Lett', with 
thm dftbitius *my niemf V many « mi 
fnmd’ logic It’s always a good idra fo 
know itior enemy md reading ihi* 
essay will ftrlp kes^ the essential fires 
of hwnantfy and icepeictwn bum«i|; 
that Hr need m light with. 

JP 

Asavtahle t$ d frea pdt Download from 
WWW chhAiehDokSLe^ 


brimtiw no.lS 
! wimef 2003 
X150 

Thw ft an aHentative puMicatioit f%tt 
the City of ftrisfol. PmdiKfd by a small 
oftUcxtfte; ft iitm m pruivk space and 
ntfmmtatuwi fnr kwral gniapt and 
wrmirm m the area* as well as afcnitg as 
9 propaganda nwl. Tbr Utesf issUe ts 
hnilJy <it«, after a long wan. 

It s packed hdJ W dim:t actufti 
fe|wwti* fncal antt-ft-ar acrisifirv neiiYs 
4fHl L^immmt. There atr repofts frran 
Ideal solklanfy cjnipaigfft and 
itiecringv rmrwi arid the like. fHcre*! 

4 strong commtintry feel, with artkin 
on ctwnmuniiy etents and isaiict like ihr 
St Pauli carntiwl, a.s wtU as poignant 
iibftijanei for rwt> local cHaiicTers. 

The esUkenve have rrtrd to lazi up 
the layout with, ladly. Umitcd succew 
I partly due to pnnting perihleim|. 
*rhry*ie included nuny eitanri|vle* of 
Ideal grafliti and subverts. 

Each issue nf hnttle has a special 


feature, and this time itV on hotiung m 
aH Its forms Whar the mag dtic% lock is 
onidn un wnorkpUce issues and 
rr»i«Taoce - I giicis they can onk pnnr 
what people wTite about • but this 
needs to be reenfjed. 

^'itb the power of the mamstream 
media conimuuig to grtiw, tik a» 
impofiimt MM nro that mdependent 
local mags flijunih- In Bnsted, with the 
djsappearaiKe of the Hnstolua 
frerdim biitowning m dfsasmms fur ay 
imo electoral polittcs, there's only 
bemk and Bristol Indvmedia to coimirr 
rhe li« Ilf the kwal pr«A (owned by the 
Daily Moil I* 

There are good links between these 
two. but if hfistlr is to conttmte as a 
suceeis and to complemem Indymedia 
h needs to ncgubriie its publicafion, 
expand m arailability, and keep its 
wehsiie up to date. 

MH 

bfttiJe ki avtiUible ftom Boa 25.82 Colston St 
Brtsiri esi 58B tettetiuos pByDDie m ‘brisidel. 

Citech out tha website at www hnstle,ofg ul( 


For cxhvt ftrfa about whaTs cm in SdstCH vfsA 
httov/bristDl ir)dyrnfNfia.Drg and 
www.lobHe^Cftg 

[FREEDOM 

ANARCHIST BOOK^ 
li AUTONOMY CLUB 

WhHechBifbl t«ifi Stm« 
LMio^E17<Dl 
OM 7247 9249 

OPUflliQMDUItS 
Mmi Id IfklOMi to Spa 
Thoiwiirt 1Q30 m Id Sfsiti 
Siinil«r» IpvRio Spin 
tNi con abi n» Oil noil ontor mtvIml 
S oot i cbrngM/PQ popiMa hi 
Hiot l ft ii Praia anh yogi mOii 
tilin jpoatata ■ iMrikaOif I 

tatiM iddiwii abiMo. 

CaH lit N mu wMd HotOn tMlBft. 



























Commentary 

t » 

Ie-ju An *twr la^ “» 

tx)«ihm Vm K*»ciiin« ir»»phtt xh±i 
it^W iokd to 4iLMCtNr 4n«J J w lUTciaT'^ 
bcxik, docribcd by- »mrv m 

IWvJinr jrwrvlwm rei«3CJ ih* ^WJic t* * 
mtant lo 4nv »»ctn^ chaiife *n 

ihr* meet rbe 

cfuturuig ptnfcTT of ritf mvtb- 
fo he true to oitr (>ehc^i 4*^1 Ahanibw 
the Onitr 4» 1 eoncepf. Thv doew’t 
VHiri m pWitr, in tbeem le<v 

fwmset^ 

Diffrent strokes j 


PiuJ Manoift m mm rbe ptuflt 
ill my ^CnTtimcTSUrF^ 6ih 

Cleiitnl»<T) I dHJuphi I d m^dr dear 
that t ptdjne^ o/ liif^rremx •(»«!; 
ndetu»n jmd poocofiimal Itnm fii' 
ODthinK in ixunmon wrth tbr Itind uf 
lihcrjj muftkulttjMlum be fidnfy 
(ifipoiev A mimher <(i hudii^ atfinnental 
phikMopben muh it BaJiou. 

Spv«i jjHf Hhjihhd (w^-e wmueo 

t«enwtt/v m otoqur oi rnolriculniralbro. 

I caU* If “the rtr* fawiajn " ami 

II Bhibfw cjIH rt a refmir from i^tctetKt 

I" fo Joertity' f ‘bjM rhe ft^srs! fhm«f of 

char jriramenw, rwf* «bet> I 
horn ibcrf jfpewiiW dtooiic i 

The pfoWem wuh miilitcttbutafuin o | 

rbji »r doesn't cike diUrrentc br i 

cnovffh. t* *Topt it cbe nJcA oi ‘ouftum' j 
Aod soo-il groups it frrcd towlirtc^. 
TliefrV 4 Doculd Roentffi t.jrfoon U1 
rt-hicb W'ihkit fcikeir the ftlo)Un "^clT 
dettfmiruncin for Ejia Tiitior* to mcaji 
flwr tht cjuj detemmr faeneti to 
■imiunik HjwI: <^af|»hinc% ^Ttoi t 
cop catches bet theV tet tcraJRhf hy i 
potiiicuir ^we dfdn’i mean sclt- 
ileTermiaatKHi ft»r your self*, Thu b 
roeb^' tile pmNcm Mtah muhin ilotr j fmri 
and TQ demands ^or autonomy tor 
cdmralj|wu£s. ikn n ‘^ eg yaUv the 

fwthfrai wiiA ipproichet thjt ^ikmarkti 
40 rrcfufirr tbena «o daM^ i»rW 
u/rnTUtrly an nJenrici *canfj?w>, 

The jffHwcr to the BSP‘t JcffKtnd for 
hir whirrs' iifTtY to uiJUii on the 
fvjdlaceriirm til *whii ^' with iome other 
tdaifify''C3Tc2^rys hrcjuse rhe pmhfetn 
fMi‘f ofvfv racism huf also the idea of 3 ' 

core ideality u'hich i:;4o be rseprnsed by ' 

J jsarff- Fiafed cate^rtes of rdetirtrv - 
■ whirr\ ‘bladt^ \\{i]ulifii\ ‘is'orkiijg djj^‘ 

Of psTii *buniiii’- 4re fm.iessjnjy m W4y 
of nestncTjJii: whjt people can be or 
hecocoe The}’*ff rdeoJt^^jf ‘products* 
ifi what the simatiotitsts termed the 
'ideological supenturket’. 

’Rights for whites* rKcessanty means 
two th i ngs : first, rtgJics only for whites, 
not for blacks; second, rights far whites 
condioottal on theif whrtcneiv and on 
their cotifomiity to an essenoalisi utuge 
of what i( mcaiii lo be white. Hence itV 
a disomrse of oniotogicaf pnvtti^jng, 
of whaf Guartari terms **raknr-fasdsaii*': 
one has value ontv if. because and to 
the extenr that one b white. 

The same ts mie whenever a movement 
is united by a ‘shared* essence of one 
soft or another^ rather than by a de«fc 


lo rrtf ofH^i fnrm fi»ed 
Ftteottalum implies « fisrd cuirural 
.dttmty whrreitv as BkihUi pmt u, the 
laonoN of culture i» always fluid, 
eontiruaru and ^hifong fenced to mtp 
dunking of nurtdw a* tfL^JNCPS <i1 

ehmd cawgnnrv md *tJrt rhmk.ns of 
tMjnefw as nttipfc who ctndd t leatr and 
Ftetraic ihc world rf wr 54icapt 

thrs< tfidoh-mS ideoruer^- jl botxy. 

Thu- n murr tmptwtant than cvei. now 
fhai caduoon n cchpwng eaplmution 
M J form ui socmJ coomd. Can ch»ed 
catcypnc* ever exp«^ anything hut ihf , 
rtrpttcyion of the Rowi of drtift and «» 
commvaKMuml On ow ^peak of race 
(H eTcn of VijtS* to those «i deeply 
eaduikd rhes'se nes^r fth rhrmwIvTs 
'ai home' imdrr any Uhdi 
TTW juthemr? of anr cfsemx' leven 
'claw* when itV cooccired as ^ timed 
! totahtvl must hr pemessed by some 
group who define its oJiiniate mranmp. 
lr\ iMj crwDcnfcnce rhat ihme who $P 
hmhcit into an idctunn -politsci td tLiiM \ 

j,r atu moia pm«»» hw 

I rhetofic abowr 'ano-social hehavicwar 
directed agauui working cbi' people 
who dcwi'r fit mto thnr image of a daw- 
cewnec. 

The amwrr to the BNP shuuWn't he 
j a djifcmii essence hut a rejet'non of the 
j etisentialiM goirure ttucls, in favour of a 

I pohnes of oficiiocrt iind dialogw, in 
which diffenrnte, fliiidii>' and hybridiry 
are accepted and ut w hich the gestuirs 
w hich di%'ide the world tnm dosed 
I cjiegneici »il *iw* and art ftpbeed 
by an opcniir« providing poisibilitirs 
I of rfy LuwipahuTL dLiji]giie and entaaoenoE. | 

■ Labch suiii as ‘wwkicg disa' arc useful 
f onJs when rhey serve to break down. 

J raifaev than strengihen, Eved cucgoncs 
fil idcntits. 

The vast field often mistakenly 
nibsumed umkr (he Ubd 'poeSTnedefTusm* 

IS very diverse. Some of those subsumed 
under the Ubei, ssjch as Ladau, Mouffc 
and Rot^, are too Uhcral^ be id miuh 

hetp lo jn.f rv'liiM:*, Oshci^ <jj4;h im - 
/.dek^ BjjdifHt and ftaudrtilardL are ro€< 
mhifisnv to offer much of a polirtcal 
direction. Buf thcreV grear potEnnal m 
anthcMTi such as Foucault, Ddeuar, 

Guatemi and Bhahtu, and tbcw political 
neighbours vuch as Rolando fkrea, 

' AJfredo Bonanno and Hakim Bey« 

' One of their most crucial insights is 
* tile need tn movr beyond an anh-fascj^ 

I of slogans and counter-rota lines inro a 
, chailenge against the tmderp innings of 
I the psycholiigred and soaal appeal of 
■ fiucism in eveiydiy life, Guartari and 
j Negn call for *thc socuT pfoictariai 

and new‘odlJcoive subitctiiS'iiies* TO 

“by siege to the corporations ... and 
liitf*ow its PoiefinnKias and its permanent 
experimentation”, including “new ways 
of imagining and of studying productiott.'' 

A valuation of difference doesit’T rule 
out a staunch and unified opptitttmn to 
the pfoponenrs of glob.!! riKinriculrure. 

AB 





Violence, maybe 

In his response ro my own earlier 
comments, johnny M. a^mes thar Tin 
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a pacifisc w'ho rciccr* vTolenoe in ai! 

I circutmtances fCummcnrary, 22nd 
■ NoTcmbef». In Uct, Tit ncrar been abk 
j fu make up ttn' mind whcft war between 
: ttatci or other br^ groupings is 
concerned- On the whole I think it has 
to he cooiieoiiicd in most cincumisraiiiLCS 
j for It dqinves everybody on both sides 
af the choice whether to lis'e or die, to 
: he mutilated or not. 

I Rui if I was confronad with lomehody 
who w'os about la shoot others and I 
; had a loaded gun, I think in mow 
! afcumsiancrt III run paralysed by fear), | 
Ld try to shoot ihat person. And almovt 
certuinK a vast amount of appalling 
suffering wotdd have been prevetued if , 
' the July lOdi plotters had Miccceded in 
i killing Hitler. 

Does Johnny mean that Bcrkman’s 
4iMH9Avm4tiiWi of Frick *% 4 
pr-wrical esumjple of rhe proper and 
ef^ctive use of viatence? I find it hard 
j to imagine how^ an atrempt to kiB Frick, 
ujccessful or mhersvise, could be effetme 
: either in achrrv'tng an immediate spedlk 
woTthwhile end or in recommending 
.iinarchism to large nunibers of odiers. 

Rabbi Isserman's appeal to Jews to be 
reconciled to the Nazis who persecoted 
them was of cemiTe a terrible misjudgc- 
ment. But surely Johnny wouldn't have 
recommctided German Jews to rise up 
together and physically anack the Nazis? 

Johnny is right. Talk of maralitj calces 
us into a semamK tninefidd. Bur he says 
chat “morab , arc pan of the problciTL 
Or, at the 'xry least, tbey’re not part of 
the solutioii,“ Solution to what? Dt>esn*t 
he mean the solution to cruelty and 
tfiiustice? Isn\ the arcempt to sas'e hiiinan 
bemgs from these, and to help diem be 
free, something we couid reasonably 
^11 a moral endeavour? 

Yes, I did have dcstnicme acts against 
J property in mind when I wrote of 
vtolence. But su/cJy attacks on sentient 
• beings are usually far worse? 
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A sideways look 

Vx e never bdievKl rhe rrorisense spouted 
by Trocs rbat the Labour Party is the 
muss party of the working da^ But 
then Tve also wondered why a candJdaic 
for the local council needed to be 'good 
on Nicaragua’, so pethapi I shouldnY 
take anyrhing tbev say too seriously. 

The Labour Parr^- was aU'aw a erw- 
cLisi alliance between middle-class 
intellectuals like the Fabians and the 
I working class organised lit unions. The 
umons* imponaisce baa been waning 
for looic tmjc, while the middle classes 
ha ve ipown. 

When I knew lots of Labour Party 
I menthers in the '90s, there was a broad 
i mix of occupomans, weighted towards 
local government and NHh manapers 
4,i:i4i iirttf tn iuB'iinicrv. While noe ^ 
crosSr-srcfKm of sociery js a W'holc in 
the area, it t^rist snll a broad base from 
w^hich (o start, and we successhdiy 
worked together on several issues from 
the seafarers' strike through the Poll 
Tax to anti-fasasm. 

For Christmas, I got a copy of Tony 
Benns diaries from 1991 to IfKJ t. The 
giver w^as concerned that J didn't like 
Benn, but he needn't have worned - the 
tKKjk’s an interesting enough read, 
sometimes spot on, others a bit naivc, 
Whars interestine, going through his 
book, IS the changing nature of the 
I Labour Pony through this penod, 

I crowned by BlairY triumph m 1994. 
Early on, Bcnn is compUioing of the 
ome spent witch-hunring Militant, “when 
1^1 ly the>' aren't a pan of the normal 
mainstream of the Labour Party, vihich 
is radical, socialist, ac least m essence,'* 
This is 1991, at the tail end of the Poll 
Tax, when my local anarchist ^xiup was 
working with many decent Labour Party 
members w ho fitted this desenprioii, 
though of course there w-cre many more 
w'ho never did, 

In Scptembcf 1992L. he’s wTiimg about 
Dennis Skinner being kicked off the 
National Executive: "the yuppie Labour 
Party is prepared to hvc with me, bui 
not Dennis* and ir>i an indic^rion of the 
disappearance pf die working das$ from 
the PajTv*”. By 1;994|, he's concerned 
about the “gradual phasing out of the 
organiiational aspecu of the Ubour 
Parr)'”. At some point the mass pam 
starts to W'ithee The early 1990s arf 
lull of w tie about the lack of money 
coming m and a seme that the rank and 
file have had enough. 

Back to Mr Bcnn again. He describes 
a meeting of London Labtiut Smdrtiis 
thm, -you iu« goi the fcelmg that they 
liiiw the Uhijur ParT>- as a timck Udder 
to the top*. Lewisham* where I live, used 
HI be lolidly La W. In the mid '90^ there 
were only four oppnsmon councillors 
The Labour cUtr ran the borough av a 
private ficfdmri. Rur the la« ru|| 


ctoions saw turn our drop to less than 
one m four, and wnrw for Socialists, 
Grccais and Local Education Action by 
Parents* a pressure group- 

Since ihcn, four Labour councillors 
have resigned, prcsutnably to spend 
more itmc with thdr fund managicrs. 

All four by-ciectiotis have been won by 
the liberals or the Socialrsts, There are 
more councillotSv known never to diow 
up, who are presumably only holding 
on for tear of losing more seats. Or is it 
the generous expenses they vore 
themselves? 

’Why the high mmoser? And why the 
losses? Could it have something to do 
with the faa that Labour has 
haemorrhaged members since 1997? 

.4nd [hose ^4111 do stand as candidates 
nearly all depend on ebe Party fior 

fi mpirt V 

Af teasf two of the four Labour by- 
election candidates were parliamentar)' 
researchers. Something similar is rrue in 
other boroughs fve asked people 
aboiit» In the 1990$., the Labour nghc 
learned from those they’d expelled and 
vtarred moving rdiable Blakitcs into 
wards thought of as tcff-lcaning. They 
employed similar tacDcs— boring the 
pants off anyone else who came along. 

They succeeded beyond thetr wildest 
dreams. Few Labour Party brandies 
can get a quorum even to lower the 
quorum. My local party’s website now 
redirects you to liibounorg.ufc - a dull 
site if ever there was onc. 

Whde I can't resist a bit of gloating 
about Labour's complete lack of base 
tihe mass party of MPs' assistants?!, 
this reflects sttmedung broader. Big f 
I Politics is a rum-off, and the rew ards 
^ fnr those who don't get to be elected as 
t mayors or planning committee chairs 
arc derisory compared to the ones they 
could get if rhey fransterred to Arthur 
Andcfscn or suchlike. 

Tm loath to describe this as a vacuum, 
waiting to be fitted by Lib^ais oc Fascists 
depending on local prejudice. There's 
something else going on here. It's a 
confimiarion that there's little real 
power left m local politics. i«fTiitehall 
dictates ninety percent of what counciLs 
dtf, and the big parties don't even need 
locaJ acttvisis as ckciaon-toJdcr any mote, 
re King on the moss media instead,. 

Svarthusk 


The quiz 


PutihthtC bt fmdm 9tm Mb WniiedUHiai i 


1. Where did Colonel Saunders of 
Kentucky Fried Chidcen get his rank ? 

2. What w'ax French President 
Mnterand s lo^i ccinsckiuv illega* aci? 
Who said *hi;vw' can you govern ,% 
narion with 24h ,anct«js ol cbee*e'’ = 

*■ tu NanoMl W..Krjrh,c 

whji Jid WrnuMii i„jK'hnto hi,-e on 

ibeir gri^t^tonex^ 

Aftwirrs opi pugr 6 


LinuwiEJ trq purtifd 




































































